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Environmental Education At No Cost  
2012-2013 School Year 

Fourth graders throughout 
Susquehanna County can 
learn about the environment 
firsthand at Salt Springs 
Park without cost to school 
districts or to the children. 
 
Thanks to grants from the 
PA Department of Environ-
mental Protection, the Sus-
quehanna County Conserva-
tion District, and Talisman 
Energy USA, the Friends will 
cover all expenses for its 
Earth, Ecology, and the Envi-
ronment (E3) program to 
school districts in the 2012-
2013 school year. The Friends will reimburse districts to bus children to the park 
in Franklin Forks and pay qualified instructors to visit classrooms twice before 
providing a day's educational experience at the park.  
 
"At a time when the state and local school districts are forced to cut spending, 
we're pleased we can foster understanding of the great outdoors among our  
children," said Stephen Spero, President.  
 
The E3 program provides two sessions of in-classroom training about energy in 
our food chains and resources and cycles in nature.  Students then spend a day 
at the park digging in the soil, examining aquatic life, and learning about forests 
and watersheds. The program is designed to help schools meet state science  
requirements. 
 
“It’s great to see students learning, asking questions, and being involved in the 
discussion of the environment,” said Concetta Schirra, the Friends’ environ-
mental education coordinator. “When they come out to the park you can really 
see them come alive with enthusiasm as they discover the things they learned 
about in the classroom.” 
 

Instructor Jay Harter engages Choconut fourth graders in study-
ing stream life. Photo courtesy of Lillian Theophanis.   



Friends’ Mission 
 

The Friends of Salt 
Springs Park will main-
tain the unspoiled, rural 
character of the park 
created by the Wheaton 
family. The Friends will 
provide opportunities to 
enjoy healthy outdoor 
recreation and educa-
tion, while conserving 
the natural, scenic,  
aesthetic and historical  
values of the park. 

The Friends of Salt Springs 
Park is a private 501(c)3, 
non-profit organization. 
Support for the Friends’ 
work at the park comes from 
memberships, public and 
private agency grants, busi-
ness donations, in-kind do-
nations of materials and ser-
vices, special events, and 
program fees for educa-
tional services. Contribu-
tions are tax deductible. 
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News & Notes 
 

Take Concetta’s Survey 
 
Concetta Schirra is wrapping up her first summer at 
Salt Springs. She still has some neat programs coming 
up, and she’s already busy planning for 2013. Toward 
that end, she would like your thoughts and input 
about what kinds of programs and topics interest you. 
Please take her short survey (on page 3) and mail it 
back to her at FSSP, PO Box 541, Montrose, PA 18801. 
She would also like to hear from anyone interested in 
becoming an E3 instructor or volunteering for other 
programs. Concetta coordinates a wide range: 
 
E3—Open to all fourth graders to meet PA Academic 
Standards for Ecology and the Environment 
 
Customized school programs—Environmental educa-
tion programs on various topics tailored to specific 
age groups 
 
Public programs—offered throughout the year at Salt 
Springs on varied subjects 
 
Special request programs—tours and other presenta-
tions or programs tailored to meet your needs 
 
 

Four Season Photo Contest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The winners of our 2011-2012 photo contest were  
chosen at the Celebration. The contenders were dis-
played, and the public voted on first, second, and 
third places. Congratulations to Rob Nagy, who took 
first place, and to Hannah Ross, who took second and 
third places! View the winning photographs on our 
website at www.friendsofsaltsprings park.org/html/
welcome.html. Reproducing them here would not do 
them justice. 
 
We’re so pleased with the response and the quality of 
the photographs that we’re running the Four Season 
Photo Contest again for 2012-2013. Full details avail-
able on the website.  



Save These Dates! 
 

Look at Those Leaves! Saturday, 
Oct. 13, 2-5 pm. Learn some 
photo basics while hiking. All 
skill levels welcome. Free. 
 
Geology in Your Back Yard,  
Sunday, Oct. 14, 1 pm. Monica 
Miller teaches us some geology 
as we hike through rock  
formations. $10; members, $5. 
 
Intro to Meditation, Saturdays, 
Oct. 27—Nov. 17, 11 am to 
noon. In 4 classes, Anna D’ 
Andrea provides step by step  
instruction to begin a meditation 
practice in daily life. $45 per 
person for all four. Pre-register 
by October 22. 570-967-7275. 
 
Putting the Garden to Bed 
Party! Saturday, Oct. 27, 1 pm. 
$8. 

 
Halloween Fest, Saturday, Oct. 
27, 4-9:30 pm (Rain date: Oct. 
28). 4-5:30, Pumpkin Carving 
and Painting; 6-7:30, Trick or 
Treat - Stories and treats for the 
little ones; 8-9:30, Scare or Dare - 
A walk through our very own 
"haunted" woods. $5; $20 for 
families; FSSP members, 50% 
discount. 

 
Astronomy for Beginners, Sat-
urday, November 3, 4:30–8 pm. 
Basic instruction by Mike and 
Mary Sinkovich, of the Lacka-
wanna Astronomical Society, on 
how to use a telescope, followed 
by a short hike up the hill to 
view the skies. $5; $15 for  
families.  
 
Cheese-Making Workshop,
Saturday, November 17, 1 pm. 
See and learn about the process 
in this demonstrative talk by 
Laryssa Zahaikawycz. Home-
made samples for tasting. $10.  
 

The membership year begins on June 1st. 

  
Suggestions and Request Survey 

 
Please take a moment to give us your feedback. Mail to or 
drop off at Salt Springs Park. Thank you! 
 
 
What Environmental Education topics are of interest to 
you? 
 
 
 
 
What kinds of Environmental Education programs are of  
interest to you?  
 
 
 
 
 
      I would attend:              Time             Day 
  (check one or more)             AM/PM 
 
      Adult EE programs 
 
      Children’s EE programs 
 
      Family EE programs 
 
      Home-school programs 
 
      Recreational programs 
 
 
Would you attend programs that have a nominal fee? 
 
      Yes                    No 
 
 
Contact Information (optional) 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Phone: 
 
E-mail: 



Celebrating in 2012 
 

Our heartfelt thanks to all the businesses and individuals who helped in so many 
ways to make this one of the best Celebrations we’ve had. Your support is essen-
tial to the Friends, and it is a continuing pleasure on Celebration days to see how 
much you enjoy your park. 

 
Silent Auction Donors 
Toby Anderson 
Andre & Son, Inc. 
Arcadia Trees 
Gere Family 
Jay Harter 
Mary’s Home Furnishings 
Ellen Meleski Fortunato 
Rosalyn Perlick 
Veronica Perlick 
Perlick Family 
Hedi Randall 
Tom Richie 
Rosemont Inn 
Sandy Rosencrance 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Yankees 
Sea Hag Soap and Art Mercantile 
Self-Discovery Wellness Arts Center 
Summerhouse Grill 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
 
Volunteers 
Charlie Anderson 
Libby Anderson 
Toby Anderson 
Sandy Babuka 
Diana Bean 
Dave Clemens 
Alex Dennis 
Karen Dennis 
Kevin Gates 
Jay Harter 
Jim Kessler 
Ellen Meleski Fortunato 
John & Marian Miskell 
Susan Newhart 
Hedi Randall 
Charlotte Remakus 
Steve Spero 
Lillian Theophanis 
 
Demonstrations & Activities 
Libby Anderson 

Champ, S/W-B Yankees Mascot 
Feathered Kisses Aviary 
Jim Kessler 
League of Women Voters 
Montrose Area Adult School 
Deborah O’Hara 
Carol Ohmart-Behan 
Tom Richie 
Betty Smith 
Susquehanna Co. Literacy Program 
Brian Swartz 
Sweet Bark Pit Bull Rescue 
Denise Tarbox 
True Friends Animal Welfare Center 
Wilkes University Biology Students 
Sherman and Cindy Wooden 
 
Musicians 
Kelley & Susan Pratt & Friends 
Corky Staats 
Brian Wahl, Victor Lay, and Brother  
      Randy  
Marv Williams 
 
Others 
Alan Coy 
Montrose Auto Parts 
Montrose Beverage 
Robinson’s Market 
Susquehanna County Independent 
Vickie Wooden 
Zoomin Groomin Lucky Dog Pet Spa 

Spontaneous 
demonstration! 



 

Scenes from the Celebration 

The Nature Room in the Wheaton House was chock-
full of displays and activities for all ages. Here Char-
lotte Remakus demonstrates watershed properties. 

Gracie with Buddy Bird from 
Feathered Kisses Aviary and  
Rescue, Conklin. 

Champ, the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre  
Yankees mascot, sure livened up the 
crowd. He took a break from dancing 
to help cook spiedies and sausages. 

Catching, counting, and learning 
about the bugs in our creeks - 
and why they are so important - 
with Wilkes University students, 
led by Courtney Sperger. 

From Denise Tarbox’s felting 
display. Card reads: “Toxic 
mercury was used in hat 
making in the 19th century; 
hence the term ‘as mad as a 
hatter.’” 



Friends of Salt  
Springs Park, Inc. 
P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

Please join us for the  
Friends of Salt Springs Park 

Annual Dinner Meeting  
 

Tuesday, October 30, 2012, at 6 PM 
Dinner served at 6:30 PM 

Dreyer Lodge 
Montrose Bible Conference 

5 Locust Street, Montrose PA 
 
Dinner will be a full buffet with ginger 
peach chicken and a vegetarian entree  
for $24 per person. Please make your reservation by October 15th.  

 
After dinner there will be a brief meeting.   

We look forward to seeing you. 

Thanks to Coughlin & Gerhart for  
sponsoring this newsletter! 


