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Summer Successes 
 

Stephen Spero, President 

There were many, many good moments for the Friends this year. Oddly, the best may 
have happened miles from the place we think is so special. 
 
WVIA is preparing a documentary on Montrose and at a meeting of many people trying 
to figure out what makes the town special, the very first response was “Salt Springs.” It 
is nice to be loved. 
 
Inside the park, we have discovered volunteers working hard to make trails easier to 
navigate. They saw overgrown paths and began clearing them in a responsible way. 
 
We stumbled onto a YouTube video made by a park visitor who flew his remote-
controlled helicopter along Fall Brook, providing dramatic footage of the falls. 
 
Our Environmental Education programs, especially our school-based effort, remains 
strong and the board of directors remain committed to this part of our operations. 
 
When word got out that we were contemplating a Trail Race to complement our annual 
Celebration, volunteers pitched in to get the job done. We had people tramping the hills 
to help pick the best route, we had volunteers preparing the selected route and we got 
local businesses to offer rewards to racers. 
 
Of course, the most dramatic changes were made to the old dairy barn. With the help of 
McNamara Construction, Rely Landscaping and J&G Excavating, we solved drainage, 
structural and access issues. The new siding protects the interior and makes the barn 
look great. We should replace the old roof within a few years, but we are well on our way 
to making the barn sound for another 100 years. 
 
One of the biggest surprises came when volunteers from Mormon churches uncovered 
an old water well when they were removing deteriorated concrete near the Carriage Barn. 
We have protected that well, so visitors will get a better understanding of the history of 
the Wheaton family. 
 
Our annual Celebration went very well. We were pleased by the results of the Silent Auc-
tion, entertained by excellent musicians and surprised by the turnout at the Trail Race. 
Whether it is rebuilding old barns, building staircases, improving trails or just mowing 
the lawns, the Friends – a membership organization that relies on volunteer help – rec-
ognize that we are stewards of a very special place. We look forward to next year. 
 



Friends’ Mission 
 

The Friends of Salt Springs 
Park will maintain the un-
spoiled, rural character of 
the park created by the 
Wheaton family. The 
Friends will provide oppor-
tunities to enjoy healthy 
outdoor recreation and 
education, while conserv-
ing the natural, scenic, 
aesthetic and historical 
values of the park. 

The Friends of Salt Springs 
Park is a private 501(c)3, 
non-profit organization. 
Support for the Friends’ 
work at the park comes from 
memberships, public and 
private agency grants, busi-
ness donations, in-kind do-
nations of materials and ser-
vices, special events, and 
program fees for educa-
tional services. Contribu-
tions are tax deductible. 

 
Friends of Salt 
Springs Park 

P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

570-967-7275 
www.friendsofsaltspringspark.org 

 
 

2013 Board of  
Directors 

 

Stephen Spero, President 

Susan English, Vice President 

Bette Brown, Treasurer 

George Schreck, Secretary 

Mary Butler 

Dave Clemens 

Robert Fearnley 

Mike Hornak 

Richard Jordan 

Jim Kessler 

Jack Maynard 

Tom Norville 

Goodbye and Hello  
 

We regret that Dave Clemens and George Schreck will be 
leaving the board at the end of 2013. Both have served their 
term limits and must step down. Dave looks forward to 
spending time with his daughter, grandson, and new son-
in-law and to volunteering with the Friends on special pro-
jects. George will remain active on the Friends’ Stewardship 
Committee. 
 
We welcome Mary Butler and Richard Jordan to the board of 
directors. Mary Butler has lived in the Silver Lake and Little 
Meadows areas all her life. She went to a one-room school, 
attended East Junior and North High in Binghamton, and 
graduated from Montrose. She worked at IBM for 33 years 
and for her husband, John, in the land surveyor business 
for 7 years. She presently works part-time for Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church in Vestal, NY. 
 
Mary and John have one son, Dennis, who is a patent attor-
ney and lives in Garnett Valley, PA, with his wife and two 
daughters. Mary keeps herself busy kayaking, hiking, biking 
and other outdoor activities. She is active in her church and 
loves to travel. 
 
Richard Jordan is rejoining the board, having served a year 
in 2009. He holds a JD from the University of Notre Dame, 
was a partner for 32 years in the Philadelphia-based Mid-
Atlantic Regional Law Firm of White and Williams LLP, and 
currently practices part-time in Montrose.  
 
Richard has been extensively involved in historical and en-
vironmental community organizations, including serving as 
director of Elfreth’s Alley Association and director and 
president of Awbury Arboretum. He is married to Maureen 
Brown Jordan (a retired attorney) and the father of five chil-
dren, the youngest two of whom are still in school. Thomas 
is in his junior year at the SUNY College of Nanoscale  
Science and Engineering, and Christopher is a second-year 
Cadet at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. 
 
 
 



Save These Dates! 
 
 

Bats! Oh My! Friday, October 
18, 7 pm. Richard Fritsky, a PA 
Game Commission Wildlife  
Diversity Biologist, will speak 
to us about this amazing flying 
mammal, which is threatened 
by the “white-nose” syndrome. 
Bat box building plans will be 
available. Program fee: $5 per 
person; $10 per family; FSSP 
members free. 
 
Full Moon Hike. Saturday,  
October 19, 5:30-7:30 pm.  En-
joy the crisp fall air and the 
moonlight. From Fall Brook 
Trail, we’ll head through the 
woods to Buckley Road and  
into the meadow where we’ll 
catch the moon rising. Free. 
 
Halloween Fest. Saturday,  
October 26; rain date, Oct. 27. 
4-5:30 pm, Pumpkin Carving; 5-
6 pm, Haunted Stories & Treats; 
6:30-8 pm, Scare or Dare 
Haunted Walk. Campfire after 
dark. $5/person; $15/family; 
FSSP member discount. 
 
Take a Step Back in Thyme. 
Sunday, November 3, 1 pm. 
Charis Frisbee and Concetta 
Schirra present a Nutritionist’s 
Luncheon, including open-
hearth cooking. $10/person; 
$15/couple; FSSP members, 
50% discount. 
 
 

 

The membership year begins on June 1st. 

 News & Notes 
 

Annual Dinner 
 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park’s Annual Dinner Meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, October 29, at 6 pm, at the 
Montrose Bible Conference. After a buffet dinner, the 
business part will include short segments featuring a 
word from the president, a financial report, election of 
board members, and a presentation on the year’s envi-
ronmental education activities. 

 
Eagle Scout Project 

 
Christopher Ricci’s 
Eagle Scout project 
is to enhance the 
grotto-like atmos-
phere surrounding 
the historical re-
mains of the meth-
ane gas well and 
woolen mill and to 
create a picnic 
area. He’ll provide 
new picnic tables 
and historical sign-
age. Phase 1, clear-
ing the area of debris and trimming low-hanging 
branches took place in September. Chris is organizing 
hours of volunteer labor and hundreds of dollars of do-
nated materials. Enlisted to date: Maverick Beman, 
Scott Beman, Luther Campbell, Jerad Geisler, Charles 
Jenner, Jeff Mead, Zak Mead, Ian Norton, Dan Ricci,  
Anthony Pipitone, and Sean Quinn; and Earth Farm  
Studios,  Joe Pipitone & Top Notch Tree Care, Carlo 
Schneller Engineering & Design, Rely Landscape, Barry 
Wheaton, surveyor, and Scott Miller and others from 
WPX Energy. 



Celebration 2013 – Highlights 

John Wheaton (center), with his wife, Joy 
(left) and friends Don and Marilyn Dennis 
(right), surprised us with a visit. John is the 
great-great-grandson of Salt Springs’ found-
ing couple Nathan P. and Mary Wheaton.  
 
This is John’s second visit (from his home 
in Coeur d’Alene, ID) to the Celebration. 
Also attending the Celebration during his 
first visit was cousin Christine Wheaton, 
whom he’d never met before. We had the 
pleasure of introducing them. 
 
John gave us a donation of $1,000 in appre-
ciation of the care we take of his ancestral 
home.  

The first Fields, Forest and Falls Trail 
Race was held in the morning, before 
the Celebration began. It was a success, 
with the number of participants, 51, ex-
ceeding expectations. Their ages 
ranged from 8 to 69. 
 
There were two courses to choose 
from: an approximately 2.5-mile course 
and a 5.5-mile course. 
 
Short-course winners were Eric Bixby 
and Avenlea Bixby. Short-course mas-
ters winners were Brett Bixby and 
Joanne Clements. 
 
Long-course winners were Cole Crosby 
and Ashley Johnson; long-course mas-
ters winners were Steve Cammisa and 
Dawn Devita. 
 
Yes, we’re planning to race again next 
year, so you have plenty of time to 
train! 

Author Robert Anderson reads his 
The Cat, the Sun, and the Mirror. 



Silent Auction Donors 
Debra Adleman 
Libby Anderson 
Andre & Son 
Baker’s Tax Services 
Anne Baldwin 
Sheryl Boyle 
Bette Brown 
Bill Brown 
Nance Brown 
Ann Butler 
Corner Cafe 
Courtland Birchard 
Diaz Manufacturing 
Earth Farm Studios 
Reuben Everitt 
Hi Tech Collision 
Lake Montrose Power Equipment 
Mary’s Home Furnishings 
Montrose Car Wash 
Montrose Theatre 
Veronica Perlick 
Rosalynd Perlick-Spencer 
Tom Richie 
Sandy Rosencrance 
George Schreck 
Sea Hag Soaps & Art Mercantile  
Shooting Star Farm Alpacas 
Tall Pines Stoves 
Tom’s Coffee & Gifts 
Denise Tarbox 
Joe Welden 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
 
Volunteers 
Charlie Anderson 
Libby Anderson 
Toby Anderson 
Sandy Babuka 
Diana Bean 
Dave Clemens 
Susan English 
Mike Hornak 
Jim Kessler 
Jack Maynard 
Peggy Maynard 
Kenna Lou Mills 
Susan Newhart 
Deb O’Hara 

Veronica Perlick 
Rosalynd Perlick-Spencer 
Hedi Randall 
George Schreck 
Sandra Schreck 
Teri Shea 
Steve Spero 
Joan Webster 
 
Exhibits & Activities 
Libby Anderson  
Robert Anderson & Rose Wright 
George Cummings 
Education Committee Members 
   Jay Harter 
   Charlotte Remakus 
   Lillian Theophanis 
   Kathy Tuttle 
   Valerie Winters 
   Nancy Wottrich 
Feathered Kisses Bird Sanctuary 
Deb O’Hara Jewelry 
Tom Richie 
Shooting Star Farm Alpacas 
Susquehanna County Historical Society 
Brian Swartz 
True Friends Animal Welfare Center 
 
Musicians 
Corky Staats 
The Triton Trio: Tom & Marie & RJ Siegers 
Brian Wahl and Victor Lay 
Bob Winterstein 
 
Trail Race 
Diana Bean 
Broome County Triathlon Club Members 
   Brenda & Erin Beavan 
   Jo Cator 
   Ed DeSantis 
   Tom, Kelley and Alexis Hamlin 
Confluence Running 
Endless Brewing 
Mike Hornak 
Jem’s at Creekbend 
Peggy and Phil Maynard 
Lou Mitchell 
George Schreck 
Sam and Steve Spero 
 

A Hearty Thanks to the Volunteers and Donors 
Who Made Salt Springs Celebration 2013 

A Grand Success! 



Friends of Salt  
Springs Park, Inc. 
P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

 

Dorreen Manley, Realtor, e-Pro, GRI 
Licensed in PA and NY 
Realty USA 
249 Church Street 
Montrose, PA 18801 
607-427-8746 cell 
570-278-5478 Montrose office 
salute@epix.net 
dmanley@realtyusa.com 
www.realtyusa.com/dorreenmanley 

 
A life-long resident of Northeast PA, I am very  
familiar with the area. Whether you are in the  
market to buy or sell Real Estate, I am here to help.  
 
Licensed in PA and NY, I serve Susquehanna,  
Wyoming and Bradford counties in Pennsylvania 
and Broome county in New York. 

I’ll get you moving! 


