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New Memorial Garden 
 

When long-time friend Rusty Ely passed away in 
March 2017, his family asked that donations be 
made to the Friends in his memory. The board used 
the donations to establish a Memorial Garden where 
people can memorialize their loved ones, pets, or 
special occasions. In October 2018, the new Friends 
of Salt Springs Park Memorial Garden was dedicat-
ed in Rusty’s honor. 
 

This past year we lost another long-time friend, 
Robert Wagner. Robert was a soil conservation 
technician with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, an agency of the USDA. Over the years, 
Robert was a valued source of technical information, 
and he helped us identify and obtain grants in sup-
port of our land management efforts. 
 

On June 23, the Susquehanna County Forest Land-
owner’s Association placed a stone bench in the gar-
den to honor the life and work of Robert Wagner.  
In the words of Robert’s son Jeremy: “The bench is 

a wonderful reminder, there are no dates on it be-
cause it is not a tombstone, but a reminder of memo-
ries in our hearts and a reminder of who he was still 
in our hearts and the legacy he has is still continuing 
on.” 
 

We are pleased to offer this place in Salt Springs 
Park where such memorials and memories can live. 
 

Restoring the Salt Spring and Environs 
 

Many visitors this year, especially later in the sum-
mer, remarked that the park is starting to look “back 
to normal” - as much as will ever be possible, that is. 
We can’t put Fall Brook back in it’s old channel and 
get rid of the new one, but we can replace the foot-
bridge (still an unrealized goal), haul away most of 
the flood debris in the picnic area, and salvage some 
of the tables and grills. The historic salt spring can 
also be, and indeed has been, restored to its pre-
flood beauty.  
 

Like most endeavors here, the transformation of this 
area was accomplished with the work of many. In 
October 2018, the Lynn Lacey Barnard family 

began the job by removing most of the muck at the 
salt spring, digging out the spring’s drainage chan-
nel, and repairing the stone enclosure.   
 

In May 2019, a team from Williams Companies  
spent a day painting picnic tables, placing stepping 
stones across Fall Brook, and clearing away more 
debris. 
 

In July 2019, Southwestern Energy volunteers 
completed the salt spring area by, among other 
things, re-installing the informational sign (far right 
in the photograph). Come enjoy the waning fall col-
ors and see for yourself. 



Friends’ Mission 
 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park 
will maintain the unspoiled, rural 
character of the park created by 
the Wheaton family. The Friends 
will provide opportunities to en-
joy healthy outdoor recreation 
and education, while conserving 
the natural, scenic, aesthetic and 
historical values of the park. 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park 
is a private 501(c)3, non-profit 
organization. Support for the 
Friends’ work at the park comes 
from memberships, public and 
private agency grants, business 
donations, in-kind donations of 
materials and services, special 
events, and program fees for edu-
cational services. Contributions 
are tax deductible. 

Friends of Salt 
Springs Park 

P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

570-967-7275 
www.friendsofsaltspringspark.org 

 
 
 

2019 Board of  
Directors 

 
 

Thomas Stoll, President 
Tami Noonan, Vice President 

Scott Heckman, Treasurer 

Mary Butler, Secretary 

Lisa Bistocchi 

Diane Hawley-Wurth 

James Hinds 
Richard Jordan 

Tanya Korutz 

Barbara McNamara 

Joe Toman 

2019 Artists in Residence 
Jayne Stoll and Barbara Merritt 

 

Jayne Stoll and Barbara Merritt 
ended their year-long residency with 
an exhibit in the Wheaton House over 
the Columbus Day holiday as #20 on 
the Artists’ Open House Weekend 
tour. 
 

Samples of their work have hung in 
the Wheaton House throughout the 
year, and a portion of the sales were  
donated to the Friends. 

 
 

The artists provided a confetti-quilt- 
making workshop in June and an 
English paper-piecing workshop in  
August. They issued a popular small-
quilt challenge that ran throughout 
the summer and culminated in a spe-
cial exhibit section at the Celebration.  
 

Barbara and Jayne are planning a  
final program for next year exploring 
where science, mathematics, nature, 
and art support and reflect each other. 
Details will be announced when  
finalized. 

 
New Road Signs 

 

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) pro-
cured new road signs for us to replace the original ones—long un-
loved because of their lack of the ending S in “Springs.” These are 
solid, crisp and clean, and acknowledge the management partnership 
between DCNR and the Friends. We signed a management agreement 
with DCNR 25 years ago. We’ve done a lot together and look forward 
to doing much more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Autumn Leaf” by Jayne Stoll. 

“Bedda Chedda”  
by Barbara Merritt. 

Installed September 25th by handyman Larry Holbrook 
(left) and board president Tom Stoll (right). 



Save These Dates! 
 

Full details are on the website. 
 

Halloween Fest. Saturday, Octo-
ber 26. Our popular family event is 
back for the 8th year, with lots of 
pumpkins, activities, games and 
food—something fun for everyone! 
The festivities begin at 4 pm, with 
pumpkin carving. We delve into the 
piñata and ghost stories at 6 pm and 
end the evening in our Haunted 
“House.” Fee. 
 
Geocaching with Ron Nagy. Sat-
urday, November 2, 1 pm. Rain or 
shine. Whether you are a seasoned 
expert or just curious about geocach-
ing, you will benefit from the tips Ron 
will share with you. We’ll head outside 
for a hands-on treasure hunt after 
Ron’s presentation. $5; members, 
free. 
 
Milkweed Mud Pies for Monarchs. 
Sunday, November 10, 1 pm. Now 
is the time to plan for Monarch butter-
fly habitats. A short presentation is 
followed by hands-on seed preparation, 
which you will take home to plant. All 
materials provided.  $5; members, 
free. 
 
Holiday Centerpiece and Nature 
Crafts. Two Sundays, November 
17 and December 8, 1 pm. We’ll 
make decorations from natural materi-
als. Bring your own tools (scissors, 
glue, glue gun) if you have them. $5; 
members, free.  
 
Winter Snow Fun. Two Saturdays, 
December 7 and 14, 1 pm. We pro-
vide snowshoes or ice cleats and poles 
(and instruction on how to use them, if 
needed)—just wear your winter boots.  
Free-will donation. 
 
Full Moon Hike. Friday, Decem-
ber 13, 6:30 pm. Join us for an even-
ing hike, hopefully by the light of the 
moon. Bring a flashlight, but leave 
your superstitions at home! $5; mem-
bers, free. 

News & Notes 
 

Rentals Are Full 
The septic system for the Wheaton House and the rental house across 
the road (the Calvin House) was swept away in the August 2018 
flood. Without running water, we could of course not have tenants 
occupying the buildings, and we lost significant rental income as a 
result. Thanks to the Department of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources, installation of a new system was completed in early June, 
and we are pleased to report full occupancy again of our rentals. 
 

Eagle Scout Projects: Bat Boxes and Trail Signs 
Eagle Scout candidate Jack Martin built six bat boxes, mounted 
them on three 15-foot poles, and placed them in areas attractive to 
bats. George Thompson, also an Eagle Scout candidate, identified 
places along several trails that needed signs, procured them, painted 
them, and placed them where needed. Both scouts worked closely 
with the Friends and their helpers to the benefit of park visitors and 
returning bats. Thank you, Jack and George, for jobs well done. 
 

Volunteers Sought for More Trail Signs 
George Thompson’s new signs comprise about 30% of what we need 
throughout the 15-mile trail system. They clarify trail beginnings, 
endings, and intersections. They are wooden, routed, and painted in 
standard park colors. If you would like to help us add more of these 
needed signs, please contact Tami Noonan (tamismassageworks@ 
gmail.com). Help with any of the steps involved (identifying loca-
tions, routing, painting, and/or placing) would be much appreciated. 
 

Donation 
We received a generous donation from Anne Butler to cover the 
cost of repairing flood-damaged Cabin 2. Dave Rebello of Rock 
Solid Landscaping (who also repaired the culvert along the Overlook 
Trail this summer) will move the cabin back into place and backfill 
under it and around the piers. 
 

Board Resignation 
The board has accepted, with much regret, the resignation of  
Barbara Merritt.  



Celebration Success! 
 

Most years, we end our day of Celebration feeling like “this was the best one yet,” and this year was no excep-
tion. A new pie auction, held in the Carriage Barn with the silent auction, raised $659, and we had over 30 
vendors this year. The crowd was record-setting, as were the proceeds, and we’re looking forward to doing it 
all over again — in about a year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stream Bank Stabilization Project 
 

The new path of Fall Brook now runs straight into Silver Creek after leaving the gorge instead of bearing right 
and joining the creek at the former confluence. This leaves a raw new bank behind, and near, the Calvin 
House, ripe for erosion. To stop the erosion before it starts, the Bureau of State Parks (BSP) is putting together 
a major project to stabilize the new stream bank. It is expected to go out to bid in November. 
 

President Tom Stoll outlined the project in a recent report to the board of directors: 
  
1. Diversion and removal of all streamflow, surface water and groundwater from the work area, as needed, to complete 
construction.  
 

2. Excavation of gravel deposits, riprap, boulders, logs, debris, and other objectionable material from the stream channel 
and work site in preparation for construction of a stacked stone wall along Fall Brook Run.  
 

3. Placement of stone riprap along the base of the stacked stone wall along Fall Brook Run and select areas along Silver 
Creek and Fall Brook Run.  
 

4. Construction of a stacked stone wall along Fall Brook Run complete with all geotextile and all other materials as 
shown on the drawings [in preparation].  
 

5. Placement and compaction of backfill material behind the newly constructed stacked stone wall.  
 

6. Removal of gravel bars, streambed deposits, flood debris, trees, and woody vegetation from areas along Silver Creek 
and Fall Brook as shown on the drawings.  
 

7. Landscaping (topsoiling, seeding, fertilizing, mulching) for all areas disturbed during construction.  
 

8. Implementation, maintenance and removal of erosion and sedimentation control measures.  
 
The BSP has applied for funding from the Natural Resources Conservation Service within the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to pay for up to 75%  of the cost. 
 

Exotic birds and animals are always popular at the Celebra-
tion. This alligator, with the Ross Park ZooMobile, drew a 
lot of attention. This year’s quilt, made and donated by the Magic  

Needles Quilters for raffle, was won by Paula Mack 
(right) with a ticket purchased and given to her by friend 
Mary Butler (left). 



 

Annual Meeting Scheduled: Friday, November 8, 2019 
 

You don’t have to be a member to attend our meeting, enjoy an evening of good food and better company, and 
learn more about the organization that 25 years ago saved a state park for you. Clip and send in the coupon  
below, and come see what the Friends of Salt Springs Park are all about! Please R.S.V.P. by November 1. 



Friends of Salt  
Springs Park, Inc. 
P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

Key to New Painted Trail Markings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Over the summer Trails Committee members Tami Noonan and Scott Heckman re-marked all the 
trails at Salt Springs, upgrading the marking system from plastic arrows to painted offset blazes.  


