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Tree Species 
 

American Plumb  Black Cherry 
Black Gum  Black Locust 
Black Walnut  Black Willow 
Butternut   Chestnut Oak 
Eastern White Pine Flowering Dogwood 
Persimmon  Pin Oak 
Red Maple   Red Mulberry 
Red Oak   American Redbud 
Shagbark Hickory  Silver Maple 
Sugar Maple  Swamp White Oak 
Tulip Poplar  White Pine 
White Spruce 
 

Shrub Species 
 

Black Chokeberry  Elderberry 
Hackberry   Hazelnut 
Silky Dogwood  Winterberry 

 

Two permanent wayside signs will be installed 
along the North Creek Trail this spring detailing the 
value of riparian buffer plantings.  
 

This project was funded by a grant from the Endless 
Mountains Resource Conservation & Development 
Council. 

Riparian Buffer Plantings 
 

The first major flooding in Salt Springs Park oc-
curred in 2006. We never dreamed we’d experience 
anything like it again, let alone multiple times, with 
the last one being the most devastating.  
 

In an effort to help stabilize the ever-shifting, easily 
eroded Silver Creek streambank, in 2020 we planted  
600 trees and 100 shrubs along the creek just beyond 
the West Meadow. The trees are native species with  
root systems appropriate for retaining earth during 
flood conditions.  
 

Most of us live far from rivers, but many of us have 
creeks on our properties that are losing their banks 
and turning our meadows and lawns into flood 
plains. Here’s a list of what we planted so that, as 
you get the time and resources to help combat wide-
spread erosion, you know just what to invest in. 

Locust tree growing beyond its tube, along Silver Creek. Photo 
courtesy of Concetta Schirra. 

To learn more about our riparian buffer project, 
and help us plant some replacement seedlings, 
spend a couple hours with us on Earth Day 
(April 22, 10 am or 4 pm) and Arbor Day 
(April 30, time tba). We’ll talk about native 
trees and their benefits to us and wildlife as we 
walk along the North Creek Trail. Bring gloves 
and a small shovel.  
 

We’ll meet at the Wheaton House and walk to 
the site from there. Accessing this trail involves a 
stream crossing, so wear boots for this route; an 
alternative, dry route will also be shown. 



Friends’ Mission 
 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park 
will maintain the unspoiled, rural 
character of the park created by 
the Wheaton family. The Friends 
will provide opportunities to en-
joy healthy outdoor recreation 
and education, while conserving 
the natural, scenic, aesthetic and 
historical values of the park. 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park 
is a private 501(c)3, non-profit 
organization. Support for the 
Friends’ work at the park comes 
from memberships, public and 
private agency grants, business 
donations, in-kind donations of 
materials and services, special 
events, and program fees for edu-
cational services. Contributions 
are tax deductible. 

Friends of Salt 
Springs Park 

P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

570-967-7275 
www.friendsofsaltspringspark.org 

 
 

2021 Board of  
Directors 

 
 

Thomas Stoll, President 

Tami Noonan, Vice President 

Scott Heckman, Treasurer 

Diane Wurth, Secretary 

Lisa Bistocchi 

James Hinds 

Tanya Korutz 

Tyler Krowiak 
Barbara McNamara 

Debbra Nagle 

Joe Toman 

Karl Wimmer 

Volunteers Needed! 
Park Cleanup Day—Saturday, April 17th, 9 a.m. 

 

It was a rough winter this year at Salt Springs. Trees are down over a 
couple trails and campsites, and there was some minor flooding near 
the Williams Pavilion and in the campgrounds, leaving those areas 
strewn with twigs, branches, and small logs. And then there are the 
usual spring chores: remove hay and plastic from the building founda-
tions, paint parking lot directional signs, split and stack firewood, 
walk the trails and pick up and prune as needed, rake out flowerbeds 
and lawns, scrub picnic tables, clean up campsites and dig out fire 
rings, clean out the salt spring, sweep out the Carriage Barn, and wash 
off the interpretive signs.  
 

Bring gloves and any tools you like to use, with your name on them. 
As usual, we will give you lunch, beverages, and a T-shirt for your 
help.  
 

Mother’s Day Picnic Fundraiser 



Save These Dates! 
 

Meet outside the Wheaton 
House unless otherwise noted. 
Children under 18 years of age 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. 
 

Celebrate Earth Day. Thurs-
day, April 22, 10 a.m. till 
Noon; again at 4–6 p.m. We’ll 
walk the North Creek Trail to the 
riparian buffer site and plant some 
seedlings. Bring gloves and small 
shovel. Free-will donation. 
 

Arbor Day Tree Planting. Fri-
day, April 30, time tba. We’ll 
walk the North Creek Trail to the 
riparian buffer site and plant some 
seedlings. Bring gloves and small 
shovel. Free. 
 

Annual Roadside Cleanup. 
Saturday, May 1, 10 a.m. We 
pick up trash along the roads in 
and around the park. Supplies pro-
vided; bring a truck if you can. 
Free.   
 

Mother’s Day Weekend Bird 
Walk. Saturday, May 8, 8 a.m. 
Learn to identify birds by their 
song. Free-will donation. 

 

Archery for Beginners. Satur-
day, May 15, 10 a.m. Taught by 
a certified instructor; equipment 
provided. $5; $15/family. Face 
masks are required. 
 

Yoga in the Park. Saturday, 
May 15, 1-3 p.m. Bring a yoga 
mat or blanket and participate in 
our Vinyasa Flow (Yoga) practice 
along Silver Creek. Beginners wel-
come. $5; $15/family; members, 
free. 
 

Wild for Wildflowers. Sunday, 
May 16, 1 p.m. We’ll identify 
wildflowers during a mile and a 
half of easy-to-moderate hiking. 
$5; $15/family; members, free. 

News & Notes 
 

Covid Restrictions Are Loosening 
 

Things are nearly back to normal at the park now. The Wheaton 
House (welcome center, historical and nature displays, modest gift 
shop) can open as usual this year, and we have resumed public pro-
grams (albeit with some lingering restrictions). All programs will be 
held outside until at least May 23, when DCNR will again consider 
allowing indoor programs to resume.  
 

Our programs are adapted to comply with current pandemic health 
and safety guidance from DCNR and the PA DHHS. At a minimum 
we require participants to practice social distancing and to be respect-
ful of other participants’ personal space and comfort. Please bring a 
mask with you in case a situation arises where guidelines advise its 
use.  
 

Summer Plans & Celebration 
 

We are going to mix things up a bit this year, given the lingering pan-
demic as well as the desire to serve our membership better. We are 
planning a series of small-scale fundraising activities, beginning with 
our Mother’s Day (May 9) BBQ Dinner & Fresh Flowers sale 
(details on the opposite page) and running through Columbus Day 
weekend in October. Think evening movies or concerts, afternoon art 
and vendor sales, archery shoots and pie sales. The details are still 
being worked on.  
 

One significant change is that we will not be holding our traditional 
Salt Springs Celebration this year—although the Trail Race will still 
be held. Instead, we want to focus on you, our members, and do 
something for you to show our appreciation for your support. Again, 
the details are still in the planning stage. 
 

Wheaton House Reopens 
 

We are pleased to be able to reopen the Wheaton House (displays, 
gift shop) this year. Hours are 9:30-4 p.m. Saturdays and 12:30-4 
p.m. Sundays, May through September. Volunteers are available to 
answer questions, sell you a T-shirt, and give you a trail map. 



2020 Annual Report 
 

Mission Statement: The Friends of Salt Springs Park will maintain the unspoiled, rural character of the  
park created by the Wheaton family. The Friends will provide opportunities to enjoy healthy outdoor  recrea-
tion and education, while conserving the natural, scenic, aesthetic, and historical values of the park. 

Dear Friends, 
 
2020 was a year of stark contrasts at Salt Springs Park!  We 
started off with great plans for public programs, environ-
mental projects, university collaboration, and ongoing flood 
restoration . . . and then the pandemic hit.  The staff and 
board quickly responded to mandated precautionary 
measures, though, and we still ended up accomplishing a 
lot.  Here is some what we accomplished despite the  
disruption: 
 

 Park attendance soared as the public looked outdoors 
for escape from home confinement.  The staff worked 
hard to keep our facilities clean and sanitized, and visi-
tors followed social distancing and mask precautions. 

 Many spring camping reservations had to be canceled 
but most were rescheduled or the reservation fees were 
donated to the Friends.  The campground was very busy 
once it reopened on Memorial Day weekend. 

 The environmental education program started off with 
in-person events, switched to on-line activities through 
the spring and early summer, and later moved back to  
in-person events outdoors with size limits, social dis-
tancing, and masks when appropriate.  We scheduled 
around 33 on-line and in-person events this year with 
270 attendees. 

 We continued planning for a Riparian Buffer along Sil-
ver Creek, culminating in successful planting of 700 
trees and shrubs during May.  This could not have been 
accomplished without countless hours invested by the 
Friends’ planning team, the many volunteers who came 
out to help plant, and the Endless Mountains Resource 
Conservation & Development Council and the Susque-
hanna County Conservation District which provided 
funding grants. 

 Our collaboration continued with Cornell University’s 
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment, 
funded by a grant from the ACTUS Foundation.  Kristi 
Sullivan from Cornell presented several possible pro-
jects to the board in the spring and they chose one titled 
Assessing Vegetation Impacts from Deer, or AVID.  
During July, six study plots were laid out in the woods 
near the Bunny Trail, two of which were enclosed by 
fencing in September, and baseline counts and measure-
ments of plants were taken.  Follow-up measurements 
will be done over the next few years to demonstrate the 
impact of deer browsing. 

 The annual spring work days were canceled but the 
staff and volunteers were able to perform the usual 
preparation for the season. 

 The staff and board applied for and received several 

grants for the gardens, education, and pandemic revenue 
loss through the CARES Act. 

 Although the annual Celebration on Labor Day week-
end had to be canceled, the annual Field, Forest, & Falls 
Trail Race was successful with changes to allow for 
appropriate social distancing. 

 The Membership & Marketing Committee held several 
pop-up fundraising events during the summer and fall 
that included music, food trucks, and vendors.  They 
were very successful and partially made up for the can-
celed Celebration. 

 With much help from the PA Bureau of State Parks and 
member donations, we made additional progress on re-
covery from the 2018 flood: 
○ The badly damaged Barn Pavilion was dismantled 

during the winter.  It is being stored on-site and we 
hope to be able to rebuild it in the future as the cen-
terpiece of a new activity area out of the floodplain 
up Salt Springs Road. 

○ Three campsites that had been badly damaged in 
the flood were restored by our staff.  One more was 
restored as an Eagle Scout project and at the same 
time, the scout created a new campsite in the West 
Meadow. 

○ The state installed a stone wall along Fall Brook to 
protect the bank from future erosion and removed 
gravel beds from Silver Creek to reduce future 
flood impact on the campground and cottages. 

 
We are looking forward to a great 2021 which will include: 
 

 More great programs, events, and fundraisers now that 
the Covid-19 pandemic is easing and activities have 
resumed with appropriate precautions. 

 Installation of a new roof on the Dairy Barn. 
 A Membership Picnic on Labor Day weekend in lieu of 

the annual Celebration. 
 Ongoing planning and design for the new footbridge 

over Fall Brook. 
 Restoration of power to the campground restrooms and 

cabins once DCNR completes their legal review. 
 
We need your ongoing help as members now more than 
ever.  Please renew your membership when it comes due, 
call the office to volunteer your help, take part in our won-
derful programs, and just find time to visit the park again 
and “Come to your senses!” 

 
Tom Stoll 
President, Friends of Salt Springs Park, Inc.  



Year-End Financial Position 
 
Current Assets           $   55,177 
Fixed Assets             $   17,420 
Other Assets             $1,469,907 
Total Assets             $1,542,503     
 

Long-Term Endowment 
 

Opening Balance          $  742,736 
Total Return             $   96,353 
Transfer to Operating  
     Fund                $  (30,000) 
Closing Balance  $  809,089     
 

Income & Expenses 
 

Income 
Direct Public Support $   34,172 
Government Grants      $    1,969    
Indirect Support  $      - 
Other Income   $      152 
Program Income   $   20,575 
Rentals    $   17,200 
Sales        $    5,757 
Gross Income       $   79,825 
Cost of Goods Sold      $    1,723 
  Total Income $   78,102 
   
Expenses    
Business Expenses      $      100    
Support of Park Facility $    3,879 
Operations   $    9,529 
Other Expenses       $    3,258 
Program Expenses  $   24,418 
Payroll & Tax Expense    $   61,987 
  Total Expenses $  103,171 
 
Net Profit (Loss)  $  (25,069) 
 
Transfer from Endowment  $   30,000 
Net Change for 2020  $    4,931 

Annual Financial Statement 
2020 

Charlie Anderson and Liz Kearney 
R.A. and Linda Baroni 
Donald and Christine Burton 
Anne Butler 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
Jim and Kate Crowley 
Amy DeShong 
Donna Fassler 
Thomas Ferme 
Donald and Kathryn Gitto 
William and Elsie Hackbart 
Larry and Donna Holbrook 
Richard and Maureen Jordan 
Carol Korutz 
Sandra J. Major 
Debbra Nagle 
Karen Peckham 
Hedi Randall 
Ann Scala 
Stephen Spero and Diana Bean 
Diantha Spicer 
Scott Spicer 
Thomas and Jayne Stoll 
Mary Torney 
Jason and Jennie Wheaton 
James Yeich 
 
Grants 
 

Endless Mountains Visitors Bureau 
Endless Mountains Resource Conservation &  
    Development Council  
Susquehanna County Conservation District 
 
Highlights & Achievements 
 

 Dismantled the Barn Pavilion 
 

 Planted over 700 trees and shrubs 
 

 Increased sales of specialty items 167% 
 

 Returned rental property and camping incomes 
to pre-flood levels 

 

 Added two new campsites and reclaimed four  

 
Major Donors  



Friends of Salt  
Springs Park, Inc. 
P.O. Box 541 
Montrose, PA 18801 

Volunteers Needed 
Saturday, April 17, 2021, 9 a.m.  

Meet at the Wheaton House 
 

You help us spring clean—we’ll feed you lunch and give you a T-shirt. 


