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Old-Growth Forest Award

On June 13, 2021, the
Fall Brook Natural Area
in Salt Springs Park was
inducted into the Old-
Growth Forest Network
(OGFN). The plaque
shown was presented to
Robert Barrese, Park
Manager at Lackawanna
State Park; the Friends
of Salt Springs; and
other state officials.

OLD-GROWTH
FOREST NETWORK

This mature forest is hene for all generations

appreciate. Please 1

. Pleas it i genthy.
oldgrowthforest.net

Fall Brook Natural Area is one of only 22 designat-
ed natural areas in Pennsylvania. Within its 34 acres
are a rocky, post-glacial gorge, three waterfalls, and
an old-growth hemlock forest, with some of the
hemlocks estimated to be around 350 years old.
Stretching from the Wheaton House on the north to
Buckley Road on the south, it also includes the
Gorge, Fall Brook, Hemlock, Hardwood, and a
small section of Overlook trails.

According to the OGFN’s executive director Joan
Maloof, the organization’s mission is “t0 connect
people with nature by creating a national network of
protected, mature, publicly accessible, native for-
ests.” We are pleased that Salt Springs is now a part
of this network

And we ask you to heed
the small print on the

plaque: “This mature ,
forest is here for all gen- \§
erations to appreciate. ;
Please treat it gently.”

Look for this informational
sign at the junction of Over-
look and Hemlock trails for
more information on the Fall
Brook Natural Area.
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Fundraiser for the Friends

JOIN US FOR
EVENT NIGHT!

SUPPORTING:

g 11/26/2021
TALL | _PINES .

A portion of the proceeds from the Tall Pines Forest
of Lights festival in Friendsville, PA, on Saturday,
November 26, will be donated to the Friends.

The Forest of Lights is an intricate display of color-
ful scenes created with Christmas lights strung
throughout the Tall Pines Players Club grounds that
you drive through. The cost is $25 per car (up to 8
passengers; cash only), and a portion of the entrance
fees gathered on this night will be donated to us. The
hours are 5 to 9 pm, and the club is located at 628
Kinney Road, Friendsville, PA 18818, about 10
miles from the park.

DCNR Projects

The Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) contracted with Lobar Associ-
ates (Dillsburg, PA) to replace the metal roof on the
Dairy Barn. Work was completed on July 13.

Electricity to the campgrounds is expected to be
restored in 2022. A new right-of-way has been
obtained, the trench for the new lines has been
surveyed, and the supplies have been ordered and
are stored in the barn.
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2021 Board of
Directors

Thomas Stoll, President
Tami Noonan, Vice President
Scott Heckman, Treasurer
Diane Wurth, Secretary
Lisa Bistocchi
James Hinds
Tanya Korutz
Tyler Krowiak
Barbara McNamara
Debbra Nagle
Joe Toman
Karl Wimmer

Friends’ Mission

The Friends of Salt Springs Park
will maintain the unspoiled, rural
character of the park created by
the Wheaton family. The Friends
will provide opportunities to en-
Jjoy healthy outdoor recreation
and education, while conserving
the natural, scenic, aesthetic and
historical values of the park.

The Friends of Salt Springs Park
is a private 501(c)3, non-profit
organization. Support for the
Friends’ work at the park comes
from memberships, public and
private agency grants, business
donations, in-kind donations of
materials and services, special
events, and program fees for edu-
cational services. Contributions
are tax deductible.

Board Changes

In September, both Lisa Bistocchi and James Hinds submitted
their resignations, and, with regret, the board accepted them. Another
departure at the end of 2021 will be that of board president Tom
Stoll. Tom will have served six years, which is the maximum allowed
in our bylaws. Given the tremendous amount of time and effort Tom
gave to the organization over these years, we suspect he is looking
forward to regaining some free time. As a key member in several on-
going projects, Tom will continue to work with us at Salt Springs.

We are pleased to introduce you to two new members of the board,
Marty Kane and Scott Spicer.

Marty Kane was raised on a dairy farm near Montrose. He graduat-
ed from Montrose Area High School and enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps following graduation. He joined the Pennsylvania Army Na-
tional Guard in 1985 and retired as a Colonel in 2016 following 37
years of combined USMC and National Guard service. He has served
in Bosnia and Iraq, and his awards include the Combat Infantry
Badge and Bronze Star Medal. He possesses a Master’s Degree from
Temple University and is a graduate of the U.S. Army Command &
General Staff College. He has also served in various administrative
positions at local vocational/technical schools, and his volunteer ser-
vice includes working at the Montrose Mobile Food Pantry and Am-
bassador for Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors.

Marty and his family, wife Connie and children Jessica and James,
have a deep connection to Salt Springs Park through hiking and
camping and attending a variety of events. He would like to help con-
tinue the work that has been done by the Friends, particularly in re-
gard to ongoing improvement of facilities, while keeping admission
to local families free of charge.

Scott Spicer recently retired after 30 years in corporate sales in Bos-
ton and New York and chose Montrose as his primary home. Born
and raised in Broome County (Windsor) NY, Scott grew up enjoying
the outdoors and spent a lot of time in the woods and at (and often in)
nearby Occanum Creek. This is where his interest in waterways and
associated marine-, wild- and plant-life originated. Scott now spends
his time volunteering for various food pantries and The Climate Real-
ity Project, and he recently began work with the Broome County
Health Department as a community service advisor.

His friend and our historical committee chair Dorothy Thomas in-
troduced Scott to Salt Springs, and he is a regular volunteer at, among
other things, cleanup days, historical committee projects, and white
elephant sales. Scott enjoys walking up the falls and is now breaking
away from the waterways and enjoying the various hiking paths. He
finds Salt Springs to be unique in every sense of the word and will
spend his time on the board helping to maintain the uniqueness of this
place and ensure that the organization continues to thrive.



News & Notes

Annual Meeting
The Friends’ annual meeting was held Saturday afternoon, September
11, at the Williams Pavilion. This year we changed up both the venue
and the menu. We added live music, with singer-guitarist Bill Bark-
er, and a 50/50 raffle and provided picnic dinners, catered by Red
Rock BBQ, free to all members. More than 70 people attended, and
the weather was warm and sunny. We honored our Volunteer of the
Year, Ken Thompson (see back cover), voted Scott Spicer onto
the board (see page 2), and held a record short 23-minute business
meeting after a relaxing picnic with friends.

Progress
DCNR is now working with Navarro and Wright Consulting Engi-
neers, Inc., to design the replacement footbridge over Fall Brook at
the base of the gorge. In early October, they drilled test bores at the
proposed site to determine the subsurface conditions. If all goes as
expected, the bridge will be replaced in 2022. Something that may
keep all going as expected is the recent support of our county
commissioners.

Friends’ member, and Susquehanna County Commissioner, Eliza-
beth Arnold attended our annual meeting picnic in September and
noted president Tom Stoll’s words about the continued lack of a
footbridge across Fall Brook three years after the flood. She rallied
the other commissioners, and they wrote a letter to DCNR noting that
the “availability of safe outdoor recreation and tourism is more im-
portant than ever” and asking that they “earmark this small bridge
replacement as a priority project to be completed as soon as possi-
ble.” We thank the commissioners for their support.

Spring Cleanup Day
More than 60 volunteers showed up on Saturday, April 17, for our
annual spring cleaning of the park. Gardens, flowerbeds, trails,
campgrounds, meadows, and boardwalk were cleared; three cords of
firewood were split and stacked; and winter insulation around the
farmhouses was removed. Next spring, we’ll meet on Saturday,
April 23, and do it all over again.

Friends of Salt Springs Park, Inc.

% www.friendsofsaltspringspark.org

P.O. Box 541 » Montrose, PA 18801

Membership Categories Name
Individual $30 Address
Family $50
Sponsor $100
Patron / Corp. $250
Best Friend $500 E-mail

Other (any amount) $
Phone

Please make check payable to: FRIENDS OF SALT SPRINGS (Your cancelled
check is your receipt.) Your tax-deductible gift will support our mission.

Save These Dates!

Full program details are on the
website. As we wind our activities
down for the year, we hope you
can come to one of our remaining
programs. Let us know which pro-
grams you most enjoyed this year
and what you’d like to see us do
next year. We’re always interested
in your feedback!

Holiday Centerpiece and
Nature Crafts. Sunday,
December 5, 1 pm. We’ll make
decorations from natural materials.
Bring your own tools (scissors,
glue, glue gun) if you have them, a
container for your artwork (like a
shadow box or picture frame), and
any accessories you might want to
add. $5; members, free.

Winter Snow Fun. Two Satur-
days, December 11 and 18, 1
pm. We provide snowshoes or ice
cleats and poles (and instruction
on how to use them, if needed) —
just wear your winter boots. If the
weather doesn’t cooperate,
we’ll reschedule. $5; families,
$15; members, free.

Looking Ahead—EMHR’s
Salt Springs Park
Hiking Challenge

The Endless Mountains Heritage
Region will be hosting a Hiking
Challenge (hike most of the park’s
14 miles of trails over two days)
on Saturday and Sunday, June 18
and 19, 2022.

The event is still in the planning
stage, but registration is expected
to begin in early 2022. Participants
will get a t-shirt with registration,
camp in the park on June 18th, and
be provided a catered dinner that
evening. Other evening activities
are in the works as well.




Taste of the Endless Mountains
Beer & Wine Festival

Oh, what fun! And we even made some money!

In this era of “less is better” for social gatherings, even those held outdoors, we opted to hold smaller scale
fundraising events this year in place of our annual Celebration. The most ambitious was a Taste of the Endless
Mountains Beer & Wine Festival on August 14th.

It was a ticketed event in a roped off area surrounding
the Williams Pavilion, which gave us control over the
crowd. We obtained a permit from DCNR to have alco-
hol in the park, solicited some of the local breweries and
wineries (as well as musicians, vendors, and food trucks)
to participate, and enjoyed a sunny, mellow afternoon
tasting and socializing and supporting the Friends.
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The entrance. L to R: Barbara McNamara, indefatigable
chair of the organizing committee; Diane Hawley-Wurth,
committee member and raffle-ticket-lady; Eileen and Bruce
Baessler, ticket sellers today, weekend hosts on other days;
and, hoping the person behind the camera doesn’t see him
behind the tent pole, Kevin Noonan, key volunteer on this
day and for our many trail projects.
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A surprising number of people came with blankets and chairs
and just hung out with friends and soaked in the atmosphere —
after paying the ticket price just to do so.

“What’s not to love!”
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Jckie Ashman (left, owner of Powerful Grac Crystals and
Gems) with a customer.




FSSP Budget for 2022

This is the 2022 budget, adopted by the board of directors on November 9, 2021. It is usually given to the
membership at the annual meeting in October. Because we held the meeting earlier this year, the budget pro-
cess had not yet been completed.

2022 Budget - Friends of Salt Springs Park, Inc.

2021 2022
Budget Budget
Operating Income
43450 - Individ, Bus. & Other Contributions
43451 - Trail Days donations $ 2300 % 2,300
43452 - Newsletter sponsorships $ 300 $ 300
43454 - Memberships $ 19,000 $ 19,000
43456 - Special event donations $ 1,200 $ 1,200
43450 - Individ. & bus. contrib. - other $ 7600 % 7,600
43470 - Misc. grants*®
44500 - Government grants*
44820 - United Way, CFC contributions $ 150 $ 150
46400 - Other types of income $ 50 $ 50
47210 - Celebration/Annual DIinner proceeds™** $ 9,700
47240 - Program Service Fees
46450 - Friends programs $ 200 $ 200
46455 - Educational programs $ 1,500 % 1,500
46460 - Historical programs $ 800 $ 800
46465 - Camping and pavilion rentals $ 14,700 $ 14,700
47530 - Rent revenue - residential leases $ 16,850 $ 16,850
49000 - Special events income*** % 9,700
49500 - Souvenir sales $ 2100 $ 2,100
Total Operating Income $ 76,450 $ 76,450
50000 - Cost of goods sold $ 1,500 $ 1,500
Gross Profit $ 74950 § 74,950
Operating Expenses
60920 - Business registration fees $ 100 $ 100
62800 - Support of park facilities $ 6400 $ 16,400
65000 - Operations (except insurance) $ 4,000 $ 4,000
65060 - Insurance $ 10,000 % 10,000
65100 - Other expenses (mailings, ads, fees, etc.) $ 1,800 % 1,800
65250 - Fundraising expenses** $ 4,800
65510 - Park stewardship $ 2000 $ 2,000
65520 - Wheaton House expenses $ 250 % 250
65530 - Celebration/Annual Dinner expenses™ $ 4,800
65545 - Trail Day expenses $ 1,100 % 1,100
65547 - Camping and pavilion expenses 3 500 $ 500
65550 - Environmental education $ 1,500 $ 1,500
65560 - Historical programs $ 500 $ 500
66000 - Payroll (4 part-time employees) $ 67,000 % 67,000
Total Operating Expense $ 99950 $ 109,950
Net Operating Income (Loss) $ (25,000) $ (35,000)
Investment Allocation $ 20,000 % 30,000
Net Operating Gain/Loss $ (5,000) $ (5,000)

Recommended by Budget Committee 9/16/21 e
Presented to Board of Directors 10/5/21 amounts are known and spending
Approved by Board of Directors 11/9/21 plans established.
Presented to the membership in 11/21 newsletter **QObsolete Category

rev. 11/10/21 *** New Category
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Thank You, Ken!

We are pleased to honor Ken Thompson as our
2021 Volunteer of the Year.

Ken and his wife Mary Ann Bryant retired in
2014, he as an aviation electronics technician and she
as a shipping coordinator, and they moved from
Montgomery County, PA, to Dimock. Soon drawn to
Salt Springs Park by our public hikes and lectures,
Ken came to an April volunteer workday, and his
support blossomed from there.

In addition to hosting on summer weekends with
Mary Ann, Ken participates regularly in April work-
days, flood restoration projects, trail and garden
maintenance, riparian buffer plantings, and trail race
preparations. He splits, hauls, and stacks firewood;
paints picnic tables and park signs; and mounts trail
m.ap s. His help is ongomg and often in the form of Thompson our modest thank you gifts, a certif-
miscellaneous small jobs, because Ken says yes icate of appreciation and a bee house for his new
nearly every time we call. 7hank you for everything! pollinator garden.

Board president Tom Stoll (right) gives Ken




