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New EE Committee Chair 
 

The Friends of Salt Springs Board of Directors has 
tapped Jim Hayes, M.D., as the new Chair of the  
Environmental Education Committee, filling a long-
term vacancy. 
 
Jim brings several degrees in the biological sciences 
and a life-long interest in local and global environ-
mental matters to the committee. He joined the 
Board in September 2022, after 10+ years as a vol-
unteer on regular and special park clean-up days. He 
also helped plant the riparian buffer trees. 
 
When asked what his priorities will be for the com-
mittee he stated, “We can sharpen and focus the EE 
Committee to provide really relevant environmental 
education. One important aspect of that is to provide 
expertise from inside and outside the park and to 
make sure that interested stake holders are aware of 
events that we are putting on.” 
 
He added, “I believe that with our readily available 
resources we can become a regional hub for environ-
mental education and really make a difference.  Cur-
rently the public knows Salt Springs Park as a place 
for great hikes. I believe they will soon know us as a 
great and fun place to learn about the environment 

as well.” 

“Let’s go pickle 
like it’s still 1850!” 
Last September 
Jim collaborated 
with the Montrose 
Area Adult School 
to share his pick-
ling-made-easy 
hands-on methods 
with us, in period 
costume, of course. 
Look for a return 
session next fall.   

Border Trail Improvements 
 

In 2021, Trails Committee chairperson Tami 
Noonan and Tom Stoll applied for and received a 
Pennsylvania state Greenways, Trails, and Recrea-
tion Program grant for work on the Border Trail. 
This summer, Cooper VanCott was hired to build 
and place several raised walkways along a section of 
the trail that is subject to periodic flooding from un-
derground springs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Board of Directors 
 

We are still encouraging students to join our Junior 
Board of Directors, founded by Matt Lewis. The 
junior board was formed to engage a younger popu-
lation in the Friends’ mission and to provide them 
professional experience in event planning and col-
laboration. This board works as a team to plan and 
implement events at the park, participate in a variety 
of committees, and help with outreach. For more 
information, or to join the board, please contact Matt 
at mattybl244@gmail.com. 



 

Friends’ Mission 
 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park 
will maintain the unspoiled, rural 
character of the park created by 
the Wheaton family. The Friends 
will provide opportunities to en-
joy healthy outdoor recreation 
and education, while conserving 
the natural, scenic, aesthetic and 
historical values of the park. 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park 
is a private 501(c)3, non-profit 
organization. Support for the 
Friends’ work at the park comes 
from memberships, public and 
private agency grants, business 
donations, in-kind donations of 
materials and services, special 
events, and program fees for edu-
cational services. Contributions 
are tax deductible. 
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Jim Hayes 
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Kim Leary 

Matt Lewis 
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Board Changes 
 

On November 11, 2023, President Mary Kane submitted his resig-
nation, effective immediately, citing personal and family reasons. He 
managed significant projects during his time on the board, for which 
we are grateful. He procured funding for parking lot improvements, 
and he negotiated the gas leases we signed on the Friends land. We 
are sorry to see him go. Board officers are voted on during the De-
cember board meeting, so his replacement will be determined next 
month.  
 

Mike Merritt was voted onto the board at the July meeting. Mike is 
a long-time member and volunteer. He has worked on the Memorial 
Garden, Silent Auctions, Pie Sales, and Quilt Shows. He has made 
trail signs, served on the Buildings and Grounds committee, and 
joined us on many Trail Days and general park clean-up days. Mike 
joined the board because “I think it’s really important to do all we can 
to protect and preserve natural treasures like Salt Springs Park for  
future generations to enjoy.” 

 
December Programs 

 

Our December offerings return. Join us for some Winter Snow Fun 
on Saturdays, December 9 and 16, at 1 pm. Get out to see some win-
ter wonders—animal tracks, snow drifts, white landscapes…. We will 
provide snowshoes and ice cleats and poles; just wear your winter 
boots. Basic instruction will be given to those new to these winter 
sports. In case of inappropriate weather conditions, the outing will be 
rescheduled. Check Facebook for updates. $5; $15 for families; mem-
bers, free.  
 

Make some time for Holiday Centerpiece and Nature Crafts on 
Sunday, December 10, at 2 pm. Let’s create some natural artwork 
with nature’s materials. Bring your creativity, a container for your 
artwork (a shoebox or a picture frame) and any accessories you might 
want to add. Bring your own tools—scissors, glue, glue gun—if you 
have them; we have a limited supply to share. $5; members, free. 
 

Help Wanted 
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Project Updates 
 

  Calvin House      Boardwalk 

We gave Jeff Simonds and Fran McNamara a 
picture of the house from the late 1880s with the 
porch intact, and they re-created it for us this sum-
mer. We are thrilled with the results! 

We are working with DCNR to get a Penn-
sylvania Outdoor Corps crew here in the 
summer of 2024 to rebuild the boardwalk 
through the old-growth hemlock forest. 
 
The first sections were laid over the most 
fragile parts of the Hemlock Trail in June 
1999, when this picture was taken. It is time 
to freshen up this 25-year-old structure. 


