
 
 

  🍂🍂 Park Spotlight: Time Flies When You're 
Having Fun! 🕰🕰    

 
Photos: FSSP, 2025 

A Note on Our Expanded Communications 

Hello Friends and Members, 



As the leaves settle and the season finds its rhythm, so do we! We're excited to 
announce that we are now sharing this content with our broader membership base! 

This expanded approach ensures that everyone who supports the park—from our most 
active volunteers to all our valued members—has seamless access to news, upcoming 
events, and opportunities. Our goal is to connect you all to the grounded, supportive 
energy that keeps this special place thriving through every seasonal shift. 

 

  ⏰ It's About Time: Slowing Down for the 
Season   
Okay, the clock chaos is behind us, and we're embracing the cozy, early-dark vibe! 
That "extra hour" of sleep? It was a gift—now it's time to spend the dividend by 
getting out and enjoying the quiet charm of the autumn woods. Don't let the short days 
rush you—this is your special pause before the holiday rush officially begins. 



 
Photos: FSSP, 2025 

Trail Hike: Your 'Bonus Hour' Challenge 

• Ready to roll? Trade the indoor chaos for the quiet rustle of fall leaves! Come 
use that extra weekend zest and join us for a refreshing hike that embraces the 
grounded energy of this season. 

• When: Saturday, November 8, 2:00 p.m. We will meet at the Wheaton House 
and choose a trail to explore. 

• Fee: Free. All hiking levels welcome! 

 



🕯🕯 Clean Craft, Deep Roots: 1800’s Candle 
Making ✨ 

Ready to tap into some cozy, hands-on history? This is a wonderful opportunity to 
learn a sustainable, traditional skill and create beautiful light for your home.



 
Photos: luminategoddess.com, 2025 

Join modern candle expert Molly 
Farray (www.luminategoodness.com) as she teaches the 
traditional dip method, a common technique used in the 1800s. 
Molly, whose company is known for producing clean-burning 
candles, will connect this historic craft to today's focus on 
sustainable making. 

• When: Saturday, November 15, 10:00 a.m. 
• Outcome: Participants will make and leave with two unscented pillar 

candles—perfect for adding a warm glow to your home this fall and winter. 
• Cost & RSVP: $10 Non-members, $5 members. Please RSVP to secure your 

spot: eec@saltspringspark.org. 

http://luminategoddess.com/
https://www.luminategoodness.com/
mailto:eec@saltspringspark.org


 

🌎🌎 Spotlight: Environmental Education 

At Salt Springs, education is key to connection. We don't just protect the park—we 
help you learn about it! Our Environmental Education program is focused on 
expanding your knowledge of the natural world, giving you the skills to think 
critically about conservation and make choices that protect our resources. Learning 
about the environment helps you appreciate the special fall ecosystem around you! 

 
Photos: FSSP, 2025 

• Want to learn more? For custom programs or specific questions, contact the 
Environmental Education Coordinator at EEC@saltspringspark.org. 

 

🤝🤝 Thank You for Your Support! 

mailto:EEC@saltspringspark.org


We want to send a huge shout-out and thank you to the members who renewed their 
commitment to the park this week! Your continued support is what powers our 
mission. 

• Charmaine Kerr • Brian and Diane Donahue 

 

🪵🪵 Community Action & Support  
Get Involved: Volunteer or Become a Member! 

The energy that keeps Salt Springs Park thriving comes directly from our community. 
As the seasons shift and we prepare the grounds for winter, your time and financial 
support are essential to preserving this fall beauty for next year. 

• Volunteer: Do you have a day or even an hour to spare? Whether it’s trail 
work, helping with historical programs, or coordinating events, we need your 
commitment! Our committee heads are always ready to connect with new 
volunteers and coordinate specific tasks. 

• Become a Member: Your membership directly funds the conservation efforts, 
educational programs, and maintenance of the park's beautiful, unspoiled 
character. Renew your support or join us here: 
https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/ 

11/13/2025 

Hello Friends and Members! 

The holiday season is officially sparkling ���, and we are bubbling with 
energy as we transition into Thanksgiving! We want to connect 
you all to the light, joyful energy that makes our community 
thrive as we gather for this time of celebration. 
 

 

https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/


 🛑🛑 Special Announcement: Hunting Season 
Safety 🛑🛑   
   

 
Attention Hikers and Hunters 

Please be aware that Hunting Season is here! Sunday hunting in state parks will be 
limited to three dates: November 16, 23, and 30. 

• Hunters: Please ensure you are always wearing orange during these periods. 
•  Hikers : For your safety, the no-hunting safe zone encompasses the trails on 

either side of the gorge south to Buckley Road. Please consult trail maps 
before heading out. 

• Find PA hunter safety information here: 
https://www.pa.gov/services/pgc/register-for-a-hunter-safety-course- 

🍽🍽 Holiday Fuel: Sip, Snack, and Regional 
Flavor  

https://www.pa.gov/services/pgc/register-for-a-hunter-safety-course-


 
Photos: Cargo Coffee FB, 2025 

Member Shout-Out: Cargo Coffee ☕ 

Need a little fuel to keep your holiday prep light and fun? Head over to Cargo Coffee 
in Montrose, PA! As a valued member, Cargo Coffee provides the most uplifting 
seasonal treats and coffee in town. Stop by for a cozy latte or a yummy seasonal 
pastry—it's the perfect pause button before you hit the kitchen or the trail! 

• Find them here: [https://www.facebook.com/p/Cargo-Coffee-
61559180885652/] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Cargo-Coffee-61559180885652/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Cargo-Coffee-61559180885652/


Photo: [https://russell-farm.com/our-farm/], 2025 

Local Goodness: Visit Russell Farm 

As you gather ingredients for your joyful Thanksgiving feast, remember to support our 
local community friends! Russell Farm in Brackney is a fantastic local resource for 
farm-fresh ingredients and seasonal items to brighten your table year-round. We 
appreciate the wonderful community spirit they bring to the area! Stock up on local 
goodness! 

Visit the Farm: [https://russell-farm.com/our-farm/] 

 

https://russell-farm.com/our-farm/
https://russell-farm.com/our-farm/


Recipe Idea: Simple Creamy Potato & Leek Gratin 

For a side dish that adds a delightful touch to your table and represents our Northeast 
PA roots, try incorporating leeks and potatoes! This comforting dish is a lovely 
alternative to traditional mash and brings a wonderful, grounded flavor to your 
celebration. 

 

✨ Get Grounded: New Ways to Connect  

 

We're all about creating beautiful moments, and this week, we're 
giving you a direct pass to the park's brightest visuals! 



New Ways to Connect: Reels, Vibes, and Context 

We've been hard at work creating short, high-energy reels that capture the exuberant 
beauty and unique context of the park's trails and landmarks. It’s a wonderful, 
uplifting lift right from your phone. 

Follow the magic! Head over to our Facebook page to catch the latest videos and see 
the park's incredible visuals: [https://www.facebook.com/friendsofsaltsprings] 

 

Carriage Barn Transformation Update 

The progress on the Carriage Barn is soaring, and the vision is becoming reality! 
Come see how the crew is transforming this piece of history into a bright, functional 
hub—it’s truly inspiring and fills us with joy for the future. 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofsaltsprings


 

🏆🏆 Community Wins & Event Success 

Workshop Success: Candle Making is FULL! 

We are absolutely delighted to share that the 1800’s Candle Making Workshop on 
November 15th is officially FULL! Thank you to everyone who signed up to spend a 
cozy, joyful morning learning this hands-on, historical craft. We love seeing such 
enthusiasm for these events! 

Member Gratitude 

We want to send a huge, heartfelt thank you to the members who renewed their 
commitment to the park this week! Your support is what powers our mission and keeps 
the park accessible and vibrant for all. 

• Sheryl and Frank Boyle 

 

🪵🪵 Community Action & Support  
 Join the Vibe: New Plans for Next Year!  

The joyful energy that keeps Salt Springs Park thriving comes directly from our 
community. We are currently in the early stages of planning our 2026 calendar and 
are lining up some truly cohesive and exciting team efforts! 

• Volunteer: We need people who are passionate about making our next year 
even brighter! Whether it’s trail work or coordinating events, we need your 
commitment. Our committee heads are always ready to connect with new 
volunteers. 

• Become a Member: Your membership directly funds these future programs 
and the maintenance of the park's beautiful character. Renew your support or 
join us here: https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/ 

 
 
 

https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/


11/20/2025 

Hello Friends and Members! 

We are officially in the last week of prep before the big holiday next Thursday! This 
update is all about sparking your festive spirit, ensuring safety outdoors, and 
celebrating the incredible community energy that keeps the park thriving. 

 

�� Safety First: Essential Outdoor Cautions ���� 
 

Photo: 
https://www.purplelizard.com/, 2025 

 Hunting Season Update  

As you plan your pre-Thanksgiving outdoor time, please keep safety top of mind! We 
appreciate this essential information, especially the excellent link suggestion shared 
by our dedicated member, Kenneth Thompson! 

https://www.purplelizard.com/


• Attention Hikers and Hunters: Please be aware that Hunting Season is here! 
Sunday hunting in state parks will be limited to three dates: November 16, 23, 
and 30. 

• Safety Resource for Hikers & Runners: Check out this helpful article on how 
to stay safe on public lands during hunting season: [HUNTER SAFETY TIPS] 

 Trail Safety: Watch Out for High Winds!  

 

As the weather gets a bit rougher, especially with those big wind gusts, we remind all 
hikers to use extra caution on the trails, as trees can come down unexpectedly. 

If you are out and about and notice a fallen tree or a significant trail hazard, please 
bring it to our attention as soon as you can so we can get a cleanup crew to the area 
safely! 

• Report Downed Trees: Please email our dedicated Trails Coordinator, Tami 
Noonan, at tami.noonan@saltspringspark.org 

 

🌲🌲 Nature Know-How: Needles in a Bundle! 
🧤🧤  

https://www.purplelizard.com/blogs/news/how-to-stay-safe-on-public-lands-during-hunting-season
mailto:tami.noonan@saltspringspark.org


 
Photo: FSSP FB, 2025 

The most prevalent evergreen tree found within the Park is the Eastern Hemlock. 
However, there is another very prevalent evergreen tree found within the Park, and we 
have the photos! Can you identify this tree? 

Hint: There are five needles found in each fascicle, or bundled together! 



 
Photo: FSSP FB, 2025 

 

🎄🎄 Get Festive: The Salt Springs Tree at 
Festival of Trees!  
We are absolutely delighted to share that Salt Springs will be contributing a 
beautifully decorated Christmas tree to the Festival of Trees Silent Auction, held at 
The Relic (228 Church Street) during Christmas in Montrose. 

The Festival of Trees is a meaningful community tradition—every donated item is 
auctioned off to raise funds for Interfaith, supporting local families in need. The need 
is especially great this year, and we’re grateful to take part in this heartwarming 
effort! 

https://www.therelic1854.com/


 
Photo: Meghan Butler, FSSP FB, 2025 

You’re invited to come enjoy the magic of the season and view all the beautifully 
decorated trees, lights, and creative displays on Friday, December 6th, upstairs at 
The Relic. 

• Want to Donate? If you’d like to contribute your own tree, wreath, or 
centerpiece, The Relic is accepting donations at the following times: 

o Monday, Dec. 1: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
o Tuesday, Dec. 2: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
o Wednesday, Dec. 3: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

We can’t wait for you to see our Salt Springs tree—and we hope to see you on 
December 6th! 

 



🕯🕯 Workshop Success: Light, Laughter, and 
Beeswax!  
A massive THANK YOU to all who attended the 1800's candle making class last 
weekend! The intimate setting was an absolute BLAST! 

 
Photo: LuminateGoodnessCandles FB, 2025 

Missed out? This event will be offered again in the future! Keep 
an eye on the official website for new programs. 
 



 
Photo: LuminateGoodnessCandles FB, 2025 

 

🏆🏆 Community Wins & Board 
Opportunities  



 

Member Gratitude 

This week, we're extending massive gratitude to all the incredible members who 
renewed their commitment! Your support is the grounded partnership that allows us 
to thrive, keeping the park accessible and vibrant for all who seek its peace. 

•  Sheryl and Frank Boyle ��� 
•  Patricia and Ralph Jenkins ✨ 
•  David and Maggie Bolin ��� 
•  Thomas Walter ��� 
•  Ailsa and Nick Donnelly ��� 
•  The Normile Family ��� 



 Join the Salt Springs Park Board – Shape Our 
Future!  

Are you passionate about nature, community, and making a lasting impact? Salt 
Springs Park is seeking a dynamic new Board Member who brings business savvy and 
tech confidence to the table. 

• Interested? Email Deb Nagle at President@saltspringspark.org to learn 
more. 

Let’s grow something great—together. 
 

🪵🪵 Community Action & Support  
Join the Vibe: New Plans for Next Year! 

The joyful energy that keeps Salt Springs Park thriving comes directly from our 
community. We are currently in the early stages of planning our 2026 calendar and 
are lining up some truly cohesive and exciting team efforts! 

• Volunteer: We need people who are passionate about making our next year 
even brighter! 

• Become a Member: Your membership directly funds these future programs. 
Renew your support or join us here: 
https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:President@saltspringspark.org
https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/


11/26/2025 

Hello Friends and Members! 

We couldn't wait until Friday to share this, so here is a special pre-holiday drop! We 
are absolutely stuffed with gratitude ��������� for our community and hope you have a 
wonderfully grounded and peaceful day enjoying time with those you love tomorrow! 
�������� 

 

🥧🥧 Sweet Tradition: Our Festival of Trees 
Dish! 🎄🎄 

Nothing gets us into the spirit of giving quite like this! We are bursting with gratitude 
to share that Salt Springs will be contributing a beautifully decorated Christmas tree 
�� to the Festival of Trees Silent Auction, held at held at The Relic (228 Church 
Street) during Christmas in Montrose. 

 

The Festival of Trees is a meaningful community tradition—
every donated item is auctioned off to raise funds for Interfaith, 
supporting local families in need. The need is especially great 
this year, and we’re grateful to take part in this heartwarming 
effort! ��� 

https://www.therelic1854.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristmasInMontrose


You’re invited to come enjoy the magic of the season and view all the beautifully 
decorated trees, lights, and creative displays on Friday, December 6th, upstairs at 
The Relic. 

• Want to Donate? If you’d like to contribute your own tree, wreath, or 
centerpiece, The Relic is accepting donations at the following times: 

o Monday, Dec. 1: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
o Tuesday, Dec. 2: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
o Wednesday, Dec. 3: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 We can’t wait for you to see our Salt Springs tree—and we 
hope to see you on December 6th!  

 

🏃🏃 Running Off the Rolls: Jan. 3 Snow Fun! 
❄ 

 



Ready to work off those holiday leftovers? Time to embrace the cold with pure joy! 
Join us for a Winter Snow Fun Hike  ����� on Saturday, January 3, 2026, @ 1:00 
PM to seek out animal tracks ����������, dazzling snow drifts, and whitened landscapes ��. 

We will provide snowshoes or ice cleats and poles — just wear your winter boots! 👢👢 
Basic instruction will be given to anyone new to winter sports. If the weather does not 
cooperate, we will try to reschedule. 

• Fee: Non-members: $5 individual; $15 families. Members: Free.  

 

🙏🙏 Giving Thanks for Safety: Grounded 
Reminders 🧡🧡 

We want everyone to enjoy their holiday time safely. Here are a few grounded 
reminders to keep in mind as you plan your time outdoors: ������ 

 Hunting Season Update  ������������� 

As you enjoy the park during the holidays, please prioritize safety! Hunting Season is 
active. 

• Important Dates: Sunday hunting in state parks is limited to one final date: 
November 30. 

• Safety Zone: The no-hunting safe zone includes the trails on either side of the 
gorge south to Buckley Road. Hikers, please wear orange. ���� 

https://www.facebook.com/events/841403888753388/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22search%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22groups_highlight_units%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D


 

• Hiker Resource (thanks to Kenneth Thompson!): For tips on staying safe, 
check out this article: [https://www.purplelizard.com/blogs/news/how-to-stay-
safe-on-public-lands-during-hunting-season] 

 Trail Safety: Watch Out for High 
Winds!  ���� 

As the weather gets a bit rougher, especially with those big wind gusts, we remind all 
hikers to use extra caution on the trails, as trees can come down unexpectedly. 

https://www.purplelizard.com/blogs/news/how-to-stay-safe-on-public-lands-during-hunting-season
https://www.purplelizard.com/blogs/news/how-to-stay-safe-on-public-lands-during-hunting-season


If you are out and about and notice a fallen tree or a significant trail hazard, please 
bring it to our attention as soon as you can so we can get a cleanup crew to the area 
safely! 

• Report Downed Trees: Please email our dedicated Trails Coordinator, Tami 
Noonan, at tami.noonan@saltspringspark.org 

 

🏅🏅 The Wishbone Winners: Community & 
Board News ✨ 

 

Our community is what we are most thankful for! Let's celebrate the wins that make 
this park shine: 🌟🌟 

 Volunteer of the Year Spotlight 🏆🏆  

mailto:tami.noonan@saltspringspark.org


 

One last special shout-out before the year is out for our current Volunteer of the 
Year, Dan Graham (pictured here with Board President Debbra Nagle)! Dan is a 
steadfast volunteer for the Friends, always ready to remove trees, report trail 
conditions, and lend a hand on workdays—famously sacrificing his own pickup truck 
to haul away muddy leaves on Cleanup Day. We are deeply grateful for Dan's 
commitment! 

Volunteer & Donation Gratitude 💖💖 

The joyful energy of our park comes from our community! 

• Tree Removal: A huge thank you to volunteer Hank Yoakum for stepping up 
to assist park staff Jordan DePue with tree removal last week! Your effort 
helps keep our trails safe and grounded. ������� 

• Education: Thank you to member Jay Harter, a former biology teacher, for 
dropping off a generous donation box of educational books ������������, including 
several valuable birding guides! ���� 

Member Gratitude 🧡🧡 



We have so much to be thankful for! Your support really raises the gravy boat ����� 
for Salt Springs. A huge thank thank you to all the amazing members who renewed 
their commitment to the park this week! Your dedication keeps the park accessible 
and vibrant for all. ������ 

• Don and Chris Burton 
• Andrew Wilmore 

 

Join the Salt Springs Park Board – Shape 
Our Future! 🚀🚀 



Are you passionate about nature, community, and making a lasting impact? Salt 
Springs Park is seeking a dynamic new Board Member who brings business savvy and 
tech confidence to the table. ��� 

• Interested? Email Deb Nagle at President@saltspringspark.org to learn 
more. 

• Let’s grow something great—together. �� 

 

🌽🌽 Gathering Our Harvest: Action & 
Support 

Join the Vibe: New Plans for Next Year! 🗓🗓 

The joyful energy that keeps Salt Springs Park thriving comes directly from our 
community. We are currently shaping our 2026 calendar and are actively lining up 
cohesive and exciting team efforts to make next year truly vibrant! ��� 

🤝🤝 Volunteer: Find Your Perfect Fit! 🧤🧤 

We need people who are passionate about making our next year even brighter! Here 
are just a few ways you can connect your unique skills to the park: 

• Weekend Host: Supervise the Wheaton House, monitor sales, and assist 
visitors/campers. ���������� 

• Special Events: Help organize and/or conduct one of our fundraising events. 
������������� 

• Small Repairs/Handyperson: Assist with the many small maintenance 
problems that arise. � 

• Woodworker: Make park signs, build shelving, or repair wood floors. ������� 
• Scrap-booking: Make scrapbooks out of our photos and publicity mementos. 
�������� 

• Fundraiser: Help to organize and/or conduct a large fund-raising project for 
the park. �� 

• University Liaison: Help tap the student and faculty resources at local 
colleges. ��� 

mailto:President@saltspringspark.org


• Special Projects: Investigate re-opening the methane gas well, build a replica 
of the former woolen mill, or design a public program showcasing your unique 
skill (like basket weaving or oral history). ����� 

We also want to recognize your effort! We proudly honor one dedicated volunteer 
as Volunteer of the Year ������ at our annual members party. 

To check out further details and fill out a Volunteer Interest Form online, head 
here: [https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/volunteer/] ��������� 

 

Become a Member: 🤝🤝 

Your membership directly funds these future programs. Renew your support or join 
us here: https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/ 

 

🧭🧭 Our North Star: Mission & Links ✨ 

The Friends of Salt Springs Park will maintain the unspoiled, rural character of the 
park created by the Wheaton family. The Friends will provide opportunities to enjoy 
healthy outdoor recreation and education, while conserving the natural, scenic, 
aesthetic, and historical values of the park. �� 

https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/volunteer/
https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/membership/
https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/
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