
Hello Friends and Members! 

As the January light begins to hold a little longer each evening, the park is stirring in 

subtle ways. While the woods are quiet, our planning for 2026 has just received a 

monumental boost. From major infrastructure wins to new leadership opportunities, 

here is what’s happening at Salt Springs. 
 

 

Major News: $2 Million Grant Secured 

for Bridge Replacement! 

We are thrilled to share some incredibly exciting news for the park's future. 

Susquehanna County has officially secured a $2 million grant to replace the bridge 

near the entrance of Salt Springs State Park. 

 

While we’ve been waiting on funding for some time, this "big next step" ensures that 

our gateway remains safe and accessible for generations to come. Read the full story 

here. 

https://www.wbng.com/2026/01/09/susquehanna-county-secures-2-million-grant-replace-bridge-near-salt-springs-state-park/
https://www.wbng.com/2026/01/09/susquehanna-county-secures-2-million-grant-replace-bridge-near-salt-springs-state-park/


 

Now Hiring: Environmental Education 

Coordinator  

Do you love nature and have a passion for sharing it with others? We are looking for 

an Environmental Education Coordinator to organize our workshops, school 

programs, and seasonal activities! 

 

• The Role: 20 hours/week with a flexible schedule. 

• The Impact: Lead education programs and manage "hands-on" exhibits like 

our organic garden and riparian plantings. 

• Interested? Email Jim Hayes at jim.hayes@saltspringspark.org to apply or 

learn more. 

Let’s grow something great - together. 

 

mailto:jim.hayes@saltspringspark.org


• Lunar Magic: Full Snow Moon 

Hike- Sunday, February 1st @ 5:00 PM  

 

Experience the park in a completely different light. Join us for a trek under the glow 

of the Full Snow Moon, guided by expert hiker Tami Noonan. This moon reaches its 

peak fullness at 5:09 PM, so we will be walking as it rises in all its glory! 

• The Highlight: We will have a telescope on-site to take a closer look at the 

winter sky. 

• Gear: It’s winter and it will be cold! Please dress accordingly. We will have 

snowshoes and ice cleats available for those who need them. 

• Meeting Point: Wheaton Summer Kitchen. 

 



Sweet Winter Traditions: Maple Syrup 

Classes  

There’s no surer sign of the coming spring than the sap beginning to rise. Join us for 

Jim’s popular hands-on classes: 

 

• Dates: Saturday, February 7th & Saturday, February 21st 

• Time: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

• RSVP Required: Please RSVP via our Facebook Event Page or email 

eec@saltspringspark.org. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.facebook.com/events/830705379995754/
mailto:eec@saltspringspark.org


 

 

Clearing the Path: Spring Cleanup Day 

2026 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 25th. Our team is already deep in the 

logistics for bridge repairs, campsite prep, and trail clearing. 



 

Want to help from home? Stephanie is currently building our Materials Registry. 

Stay tuned for a list of specific tools and supplies (like gravel and lumber) you can 

help provide to support our volunteer crews. 

 

2026 Weekend Hosting 

Our Weekend Host sign-up list will be available next week! If your New Yearâ€™s 

resolution involves more time in nature and community service, keep an eye out for 

the link. 

 



With Heartfelt Gratitude: Our 

Community Grows 

 

We are so grateful to our newest and renewing members: 

Renewing Members: Cathy & Tom Brundage | John & Penny Nagy | Ari Kinsberg | 

Sandra Harris | Jim & Kate Crowley | Faye Gottschall | Dave & Kim Evanoski | 

Rosalie Machalow | Senator Lisa Baker | Frank & Suzanne Shaw | Lesli & Kirk Van 

Zandbergen | Brenda Korty 

Business Sponsorships: AllQ Care, LLC. | Care Manage for All, LLC. 

Memorial Donations: In memory of Jane Labonte Wilson from Peter and Peggy 

Carney. 

 

Wishing you a week of clarity and bright horizons.  



Hello Friends and Members! 
 

 

Winter at Salt Springs is a season of deep work. While the ground is 

currently frozen, the planning and preservation of our 842 

acres never stop. From the restoration of our historic "bones" to 

the rise of the spring sap, here is the latest from the park. 



 

Now Hiring: Environmental Education 

Coordinator 

Do you love nature and have a passion for sharing it with others? We are looking for 

anÂ Environmental Education Coordinator to organize our workshops, school 

programs, and seasonal activities! 

• The Role:Â 20 hours/week with a flexible schedule. 

• The Impact: Lead education programs and manage "hands-on" exhibits like 

our organic garden and riparian plantings. 

• Interested? Email Jim Hayes at jim.hayes@saltspringspark.orgÂ to apply or 

learn more. 

Let’s grow something great - together. 

 

Carriage Barn: Preservation in Progress 

Our Board recently visited Big Woods Timberframes to see the restoration of our 

historic Carriage Barn. It is incredible to see the craftsmanship involved in saving this 

structure. 

mailto:jim.hayes@saltspringspark.org
https://bigwoodstf.com/


 

 



 
Photos: FSSP FB, 2026 

• 90% Salvaged: We are thrilled that nearly 90% of the original wood is being 

reused! 

• New Growth: New hemlock timbers are being prepared to support the roof. 

• Next Steps: Once the ground thaws, we will begin the 

foundation work and grading to ensure this building stands 

for another 200 years. 

 

Bridge Project: Managing Expectations 

 

We know there is a lot of buzz surrounding the $2 million grant to replace the 

entrance bridge. While the funding is a massive win, projects of this scale move at the 

pace of nature. 

We recently spoke with the engineering firm, and here is the realistic timeline: 

• Current Status: Official PennDot notifications and detailed designs are still 

being finalized. 

• The Process: Detailed design, permitting, and bidding typically take 18+ 

months. 

• Timeline: Construction is anticipated to begin in mid-2027 at the earliest. 

• Access: The park will remain accessible throughout the project, and we will 

keep you informed of any road changes well in advance. 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofsaltsprings


 

 

Maple Syrup Classes: Registration Update 

 

Our Maple Syrup classes (Feb 7 & Feb 21) are filling up fast! Please Note: To keep 

our records organized, reservations are being taken ONLY via email. Email 

eec@saltspringspark.org to reserve your spot. 

 

Calling All Volunteers: 2026 Weekend 

Hosting 

Keep an eye on your inbox over the next few days! We will be sending out the 2026 

Host Sign-up Sheet very soon. 

• Be the first to know: If you aren't currently on our volunteer list but would like 

to be, send me an email. Established volunteers get the first look at our exciting 

seasonal opportunities! 

ALSO: Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 25th to JOIN US FOR THE 

SPRING CLEANUP.Â Our team is anticipating bridge repairs, campsite 

prep, and trail clearing. 

 

mailto:eec@saltspringspark.org


Coming Soon: Archery & DCNR Events 

 

We are currently finalizing dates for our 2026 Archery classes and a full slate of 

DCNR-led programs. Stay tuned for those details in the coming weeks. 

 

Reminder: Full Snow Moon Hike  

This moon reaches its peak fullness at 5:09 PM, so we will be walking as it rises in all 

its glory! 

 



• The Highlight: We will have a telescope on-site to take a closer look at the 

winter sky. 

• Gear: It’s winter and it will be cold! Please dress accordingly. We will have 

snowshoes and ice cleats available for those who need them. 

• Meeting Point: Wheaton House. 

 

Community Gratitude 

 

Thank you to our newest and renewing members. Your support is the foundation 

that keeps this park free and open. 

Renewing Members: Scott Wurth & Diane Hawley-Wurth | David Van Duren | 

Norma G. Orner | Ken & Lori Lass | Kimberly Grace | Tom & Mary Chamberlain | 

Arthur & Jan Donato 

Memorial Donations: In memory of MaryJane Labonte Wilson from Filomena 

Machleder. 

 

Wishing you a cozy and grounded week ahead.  

 

 


