I Hello Friends and
Members!

Welcome to Spring! As the ground continues to thaw and the warm weather
brings in April showers, we are coming into the adventurous spirit of Mud
Season! Please continue to be mindful of the land and stay on the designated
trails and hiking paths to prevent soil erosion and support the preservation

of the beauties that the forest of Salt Springs has to offer.

This is a great opportunity to continue to practice the 7 principles of Leave No
Trace.

. Plan Ahead & Prepare

. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
. Dispose of Waste Properly

. Leave What You Find

. Minimize Campfire Impacts

. Respect Wildlife

. Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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As the recently appointed Community Engagement and Volunteer Coordinator
of Salt Springs Park, | would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself.
My name is Nicole Thomas and | am an avid outdoorswoman, enthusiast and
steward of the natural world. | began a career working within the Biology
Department of Broome Community College. | have since worked in Human
Services helping those in need of support and services. My relevant
educational background includes Individual Studies in the Sciences with a
concentration in Environmental Science and Ecology. In addition to this, | hold
degrees in Human Services and Psychology.

| am a member of the Finger Lakes Trail, Triple City Hiking Club, Catskills
3500 Club, as well as the Catskill Mountain Club. | am in the process of being
certified in Wilderness First aid and CPR and offer guide services throughout
NYS/PA, including within the Adirondacks, Catskills and Shawangunk
mountains. Currently, | am a volunteer member of the Friends of Bramley
Mountain Firetower and can be regularly found on this mountain, opening the
cab for visitors during the spring and summer months with an occasional pop
up opening during the fall and winter seasons.



Salt Springs Park was one of the first forests that | visited outside of the rolling
hills of Broome County some 15 years ago. The forests of Salt Springs can be
credited for the development of my love and affinity of the natural world as the
old growth forest that it holds ignited a spark within me. | look forward to giving
back to this forest and the Friends of Salt Springs Park in this role.

| will be present on some weekends as a weekend host at the Wheaton
House, but also can be contacted via email:
Nicole.Thomas@saltspringspark.org.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or if you're
interested in becoming a volunteer!

A tentative date of May 9th has been set for the annual
Weekend Host Orientation/meeting. More information will
follow.

Get your waders ready! The statewide Opening Day of Trout Season officially
began at 8:00 AM on Saturday, April 4.


mailto:Nicole.Thomas@saltspringspark.org

Salt Springs is home to two pristine, stocked trout streams—~Fall Brook and
Silver Creek. Both are designated "Approved Trout Waters" and are stocked
by the PA Fish and Boat Commission each spring. Whether you're a
seasoned fly-fisher or just looking for a peaceful morning by the water, the
confluence of the two streams near the campground is a local favorite.

« Requirements: Anglers age 16 and older must have a valid PA Fishing
License and Trout Permit.

« Reminder: To protect our native species and the park's beauty, please
practice "Leave No Trace" and pack out all fishing line and tackle.

Need a license? You can purchase yours online at HuntFish.pa.gov.

%\ Cabin and Campsite Rentals

The snow is melting, the creek is rising, and our campsites and three rustic cabins are
ready for another season of memories. While we offer camping year-round, our
weekend dates for late spring and summer fill up fast.

Why Book Now? By securing your dates early, you get the first pick of our most
popular sites, including Cabin 1 (The "Tree House" Cabin), tucked away on the
wooded hillside for ultimate seclusion and Site 14, the perfect site to string a
hammock for a lazy summer afternoon.

It couldn't be easier to reserve your spot, just visit our website to book or click
here Camping Booking

& Trail Conditions

Spring trails are always an adventure! From mud holes to the occasional downed tree,
the terrain is changing daily. If you are trying to avoid the mud and wet conditions, a
fun game that can be played is forest hopscotch, a game of dexterity where you try to
hop from rock to rock and/or root to root to avoid those mucking conditions. Please be
mindful of your abilities, trekking poles or walking sticks are always a great support!


https://huntfish.pa.gov/
https://friendsofsaltspringspark.org/camping/

Stay Alert: Surface conditions can be slippery. To help prevent erosion, please try to
walk through the mud, not around it, to avoid widening the trails. Waterproof boots
continue to be your best choice of footwear!

‘@ Report a trail issue: Email trailschair@saltspringspark.org

## Hemlock Woolly Adelgid

When: Saturday, April 11th, 10:00 AM

Where: The Wheaton House

Our iconic Eastern Hemlocks are under attack. Join Michael Antonishak, DCNR
Service Forester, for a critical talk on the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid—an invasive
insect threatening our forest’s canopy.

Let’s ensure our "old growth" stays for the next generation.

The foundation work on the carriage barn reconstruction project will be
happening in May due to the prolonged winter weather pushing the
construction schedules back.


mailto:trailschair@saltspringspark.org

Date: Saturday, April 25th, 9:00 am

We’re preparing the park for the busy season ahead, and there’s a job for
everyone, from trail clearing to garden prepping. To show our thanks, all
volunteers receive a free T-shirt and lunch!



= Clean-up Day Sign Up

Can't make it in person? You can still help! Check out our registry of items needed
to get the job done:

s Clean-up day Registry

You can also add us as your charity of choice to donate spare change when
shopping

April is officially "Pick Up Pennsylvania" month, a statewide push for litter-free
parks. Whether you join us for our official Clean-Up Day on the 25th or simply bring
a small bag to pick up litter during your morning hike, every bit helps keep
Susquehanna County beautiful.

Special Thanks to our sponsors;
AllQ Care LLC - Care Manage for All LLC - Endless Mts Health Syst. - Levene, Gouldin & Thompson

- Montrose Lions Club - Wired Nomad Design - Snake Creek Marine - Sterling Wealth Management
- People's Security Bank & Trust - Danz Automotive - Hinds Energy - Adams Cable Service

& Weekend Hosting

Do you have a few hours to spare? We are looking for friendly faces to greet guests
and share trail tips on weekends. It’s a low-pressure, high-impact way to give back to
the park you love!

Check the schedule here to see what works for you « -~ 2026 Host Schedule

@ Email friends@saltspringspark.org to join the list.



https://forms.gle/1x6wXwRQqB1KEAZb7
https://www.walmart.com/registry/RR/37be5d2e-4958-44b7-972e-a0e3e740b21d
https://www.walmart.com/nonprofits/61e125d2-aafb-4384-b434-743eee3318f0/profile
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wQHSWCryUYfG4DGdIy2SUvjzMDDN8qSZ/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:friends@saltspringspark.org

Your generosity is the heartbeat of Salt Springs. Because of you, our trails remain free
and open to everyone. A massive "Thank You" to our newest and renewing members:

Scott and Amy Knauer, Adam Laats and Family, Mary Decker, Blake Kelly and Tami
and Kevin Noonan



