
  

  

  

  

Salt Springs Messenger 
July 11th, 2026 

Read the latest news and updates from 
The Friends of Salt Springs Park 

  

  

Trails, Trees and Summer Breeze 
 

Summer is a time of rampant growth, energy, heat, and light. It is a time of blossoming. 
But as the summer moves towards autumn, it becomes blazing hot–to the point of 
scorching and burning.  
 
Salt Springs is the place to be during these hot summer days, from the peaceful canopies 
of our old growth forest, to the cascading waterfalls and swimming holes found in the 
creeks that run through the park's landscape. The park provides a beautiful opportunity to 
be outside and enjoy the wonders that nature has to offer while providing a haven from 
the heat of the summer. 
 
It is wonderful to see how many guests have come to the park to enjoy the many 
amenities that it has to offer from our organized events, camping, fishing and picnicking. 

https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovfWtgaSY5WGyE2zEZFJ4TmWfHNdo4q2EimCmk1CgO1o7CYlAf8TPAO60BC0i4gcrK00MplV-KonEZTSU49fn4dq92WXbXDHUL7KJP_uj-3LE3Tuh6jeE3SMIOa3kK3DTpZt-kRfjfZ5qFeY1ae5evFzFXU75ToWWtmpUEet7Bs3R&c=&ch=


Thank you to our thriving community that continues to visit and enjoy all that we have to 
offer. 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

What's New 
 
The Carriage Barn Renovations that are being 
completed by Brandon Pipher of Big Woods Timber 
Frames continues to exceed our expectations! Here 
are some of the more recent photos of the project. 
  

  

 

  

  



  

  
 

 

  

  

  

Upcoming Classes 
& Events 

 

Bat Count 
When: Sunday, July 19th, 8:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
Where: Wheaton House 
 
Did you know that Salt Springs Park is home to a 
colony of bats? We want to learn more about this 
population, so we are taking part in the PA Game 
Commission Appalachian Bat Count Initiative to 
monitor the health of our bats, and you can 
help. After a brief introduction, we will count our 
resident bats as they emerge from their maternal 
roost. Bring something to sit on and a flashlight. The 
count is led by Lackawanna State Park 
Environmental Education Specialist Tony DeSantis.  
 
No fee, free with donations accepted. 

  

  

  

  

  

Learn More  

 

  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_-350655080754128743_


Archery for Beginners 
When: Saturday, August 1st, 10:00 AM - 12:00 pm 
Where: Held beside the Dairy Barn, beyond the 
main parking lot. 
 
Archery is one of the fastest growing sports today. 
We’ll provide a beginner’s program based on the 
National Archery in Schools Program, which makes it 
easy for anyone to learn. Come every month and 
watch how you progress. We provide the 
equipment, and you bring your focus and maybe 
someone else for a little friendly competition. All 
ages are welcome. This is a great family activity 
taught by Diane Hawley-Wurth, a NASP-certified 
instructor. 
 
Fee: $5/person; $15/family; members free 

  

EMHR’s Small Business Support Hikes: Salt Springs 
Park 
When: Saturday, August 15 @ 8:00 am 
Sunday, August 16 @ 1:00 pm 
Where: The Wheaton House 
 
Pack your bags for Endless Mountains Heritage 
Region’s second overnight hiking event, at 
Salt Springs Park in Susquehanna County on 
Saturday and Sunday, August 15 and 16! 
Participants should meet at Salt Springs State Park’s 
main park office, also known as the 
historic Wheaton House (GPS coordinates: 41.9119, 
-75.86553), on Saturday by 11 a.m. to 
sign in. Saturday. We will take our time and travel 
the 6-mile Salt Springs State Park Outer 
Loop Trail (considered difficult), and Sunday’s travels 
will be the Salt Springs State Park 
Loop, about 3.5 miles and considered a moderate 
trek. 
Hikers should wear appropriate clothing and 
footwear (hiking shoes or boots) and have a 
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https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovRAWw6xbJnmrkuKgXOHtCdwdj3wK2D8zfrxfitbMhNWsm7aPC-Z-sVTi83pzrsbqlpCklvn5586j79ovFRlldPBRfaryaHutYqQBfLn2kxsF59PwfBjL5RCC7wu38CChI0fQz8aYR_qHLhvAUFopFeA9EGSRGHxSoKDEWzsnXMapf--fwu4TL3QBG2MF4SRA2FGE9Pjypbjm&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovRAWw6xbJnmrkuKgXOHtCdwdj3wK2D8zfrxfitbMhNWsm7aPC-Z-sVTi83pzrsbqlpCklvn5586j79ovFRlldPBRfaryaHutYqQBfLn2kxsF59PwfBjL5RCC7wu38CChI0fQz8aYR_qHLhvAUFopFeA9EGSRGHxSoKDEWzsnXMapf--fwu4TL3QBG2MF4SRA2FGE9Pjypbjm&c=&ch=
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_-350655080754128743_
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_-350655080754128743_


sufficient supply of water with them for the duration 
of both days. Overnight supplies are 
also needed to camp: a tent, sleeping bag, flashlights, 
etc. Participants will also be 
responsible for lunch or snacks on the trail. 
Registration costs for this event will be $20, which 
will cover the cost of dinner and help 
support Anthony’s Restaurant in Montrose, along 
with a donation to Salt Springs Park, 
which is managed completely by the Friends of Salt 
Springs Park and volunteers. Registration 
for this weekend hiking event closes by Tuesday, 
August 11. 
 
Website: 
https://emheritage.org/event/emhrs-small-business-
support-hikes-salt-springs-park/ 
 
Fee: $20/person 
  

  
 

 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovRAWw6xbJnmrEotH986LY0eUmTCGD2PtJv-93HxhQmZ31mTxxjqGm-_PsXPDCdTxfWL16gPTXKpQu2GBD6hU5RNRXjc79MT4HiSN0qWe9dfZ1uWyRUuX8edAusKUv47oY5TxBzBBgJ-2zXcrPO-bJ1GuTEMu2DT_W7tSiKwF6sZfFIgxqeCg_1E=&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovRAWw6xbJnmrEotH986LY0eUmTCGD2PtJv-93HxhQmZ31mTxxjqGm-_PsXPDCdTxfWL16gPTXKpQu2GBD6hU5RNRXjc79MT4HiSN0qWe9dfZ1uWyRUuX8edAusKUv47oY5TxBzBBgJ-2zXcrPO-bJ1GuTEMu2DT_W7tSiKwF6sZfFIgxqeCg_1E=&c=&ch=


Remembering Eileen Baessler, 
Friend and Volunteer at Salt Springs Park. 
 
Eileen and her husband Bruce Baessler 
have been devoted volunteers of the Park, 
whom we could consistently rely on. In 
2023 they were named Volunteers of the 
Year at Salt Springs State Park, where they 
devoted many happy years to “porch 
sitting.” That is to say, bringing a sandwich, 
rocking in the rockers on the porch of the 
old Wheaton House, selling firewood to 
campers, and pointing hikers to the best 
trails.  
 
A heart felt thanks to those who have 
donated in her memory. May her legacy 
continue to live on as we continue to 
celebrate her life. 
 
Thank you, 
Bruce Baessler; Debbie, Seth and Adam Perkins; 
Thomas and S. Kent Buchter; Louis, Scott and Amy 
Knauer; Anne Davenport; Alan and Rebecca Bennett; 
James and Jan Kasten; Susan Arnold; Ann Reed; Fred 
and Dorothy Thomas; Maryann Cornell; Mary Lynn 
Jones; Paula And Alexander Schutz; Alice Roche; 
Maureen Hoover; Paula Skinner and Wayne Glaser; 
Ann Vitale; Thomas and Marsha Perkins; James and 
Marcia Perkins; Sandy and Robert Kaub and Dr. 
George F. Henning III  

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

    



Feedback Needed 
 
We are seeking feedback related to where our 
guests of our annual Independence Day Celebration 
saw our advertisements. Everyone who responds to 
the survey will be entered into a drawing for a free 
Salt Springs t-shirt and water bottle. 
 
This feedback is much appreciated as it allows us to 
better serve in our efforts for the park and our 
community. Many thanks in advance!  

Celebration Attendee survey 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 

  

  

  

Community Gratitude 
 
Your generosity is the heartbeat of Salt Springs. Because of you, our trails remain free 
and open to everyone. A massive "Thank You" to our newest and renewing members:  
 
Virginia and William Franssen, David and Allision Wheaton, Cody Bennett and Family, Al and Deb VanTassel 
Charles Babcock, William Chamberlin, Jr. and Kathryn Lesoine, Paula Mack, Anne Davenport, Joe and Karla 
Toman, Karen Peckham, Richard and Carol Klinger 
 
Charitable Donations from: 
Jim Doughan and Patti Rish, Magic Needles Quilt Club 
 
 
Memorial donation for George Schreck: 
James and Jan Kasten  

  

  

  

    

https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovRAWw6xbJnmr7YHI1pfOSPnxC7ELLnVGbFNPs4uArS9rE_VlPm9Cnv1qZ_mCB1dgnG0wpLnxh0M7YExbMB6oI5RQBQzRtwZbbHhB95Gd8GHEd1CuKe4NVJ5gK35sQ-8ZMnf9MeHATanppo4kO-ssWTJPjTd_egpJoxIMSE6_MaZUhdr8x1upYF0JG-GlB5eoDk8oZf5OztP1LNoQEIVXI5dLgL4QNJFGvtNfZUwbvC3HT0yVB2cvMHM=&c=&ch=


  

 

Featured in the Gift 
Shop 
 
New Release from author Tory Mather features Salt 
Springs Park on pages 116-117, plus many other 
great PA places to visit. Looking for a fun 'bucket 
list' book for you or a friend? This it it! 
 
$27.00 
 
Shop Now 

 

 

 

  

  

Become a member! 
 
Help us keep the park free and open to the public. 
Members receive this newsletter, free or discounted 
classes, and an invitation to our annual members 
picnic. Join or renew your membership with The 
Friends!  

Join or Renew  Now 
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https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovcUHTNr2_hzBm7N9L43-vh7UyU9a-kc52f58c7pI0NbtvWv-ftNLc7fCQmFkASfV9eSrKzVQZyYVZSneL4Fx6HA2t0tpQAL2Gr3UFWBdYgI6aU5OcyU8gZWWYsTrtMgHt6T_OxvPayKdXtIxi9MjkdM2PYIDFBM4Fl1FspoN8ATilkPHMidDE0g2dGX85jZo7Q==&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3Wovfbq4wjH5yDLaGY6GBrfdVrNdnoI8t-sdUtlZ9Uh7oKh9t7ljzYeQhX22tsRDlufywQFLgLwS3R_9LCbb37Q0jYpww9RHsLWigsyQwjA1y1ne9xhPdi4F4exEhjTxJiwtFcUBxmhmOlr&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovcUHTNr2_hzBULdFJRCksCvae8qyFuOD0cIROvwDuUYfI97ebRawvbrrQcIxym6CUAAmsDvEZfgZZP_JzvNB48h7CI50W_uQwyis6I6ZV8fEpMjtL5KfYUcN4MpIk6OugQu1jPnwBTWX&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovUHt2r89gMUHSw2Sya9hWtSCxP6MbcpchgCrIU_lhG-_jabkSyBUKvPW9vTeWl5qftu-_Kfqzi9wPpGE6wmNjC5g8C2dQQyCCPgM61_FSzSKMs4fiUU9UVzInYOubiF4f9fQtOsfQY80&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovcUHTNr2_hzB0OAjWLs6x_1m2D_zwnpwsljoezHQcm1gRVYR1JTZzTxpoW7qlfv5bOZYCn6GeS2agyMVWKIrwp2FAojIHL2QwDOMaWGkqukl2xdXSwDJ00Q-ZvQal9NnFTPNXTFL_MSd&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovfWtgaSY5WGyrRp8kcmU7ce2zQvc4M_AMFzYEuljUyZX9taY3qZgDkSaxOxQeaanj5vdYTj8fVkBGAzRUfr07V4NPqpczzSWe_-Lo0l6nzQ0o7NNVraowtaX5ZlypuYz9w==&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovUHt2r89gMUHkYEAtaGw1q5IMfz4W9V9Bp6yl1NZK7Kn_oD2GEQBDTGqJQn9JG1TFaQHsxFxs2GCjRONw9HE_FKP5OfSc4CuLzlzgGwqCShjdTngiFw0gVk=&c=&ch=
https://w7fis8hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QMUCPNiCKwRNMHVYh93LHEVxBNWiGa2dBXnTUMqhY3cLq8hwW3WovUHt2r89gMUH8ykIN9AToRIjYUcEKgWF1OxyxOSp_DAAkRuhvP8dvxznwGy33uoUcaFAaAFzfMxBuBdYqnUKR5_0MfuWAtNdJP8C1XyD37NqjjICkWmPED7oT82fFn1mnqlU7cEnHA1P1UM3cVK2l4UiqUgdCCWuoLHKWZsArtWJ&c=&ch=

